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PREFACE. 


THE following | Exay is extracted 
from a French book, entitled, Essai 
“ gur la Felicite de la Vie à venir, par 
C. L. de Villette.“ The Translator 
has selected those parts alone which 
emed most calculated to awaken such 
ideas of the life to come, as it appears 
to have been the Author's principal 
aim to produce; and has ventured to 
make some alterations and additions. 
+ To familiarize the joys of heaven 
to our imagination, without degrading 
them by too close à comparison with 


Our 


vi PREFACE. 


our present pleasures;—to place them 


in such a point of view, -as to warm 


the heart without dazzling the under- 
standing ;—to represent our occupa- 
tions in the celestial abodes, as hold- 
ing such affinity with our earthly 
pursuits, that, in order to be admitted 
to the privileges of the former, we 
must observe the strictest rectitude in 
the objects of the latter: — to direct our 
views in every event beyond the nar- | 
row bounds of time, to a happy eter- 
nity, where that which is in part” 
shall be swallowed up in that which is 
perſect; —these are the views of the 
Translator, as they evidently were 
those of the Author. 1 
It 
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It must indeed be acknowledged, 
that, after all our endeavours to de- 
seribe the Joys of heaven, our mortal 
understanding can never acquire an 
adequate idea of that glorious state, 
in which we shall be partakers of the 
divine nature, and be conformed to 
the image of Christ. But nothing 
surely can 80 effectually detach us from 
low pursuits and unworthy inclina- 
tions, or inspire the true Christian 
with gratitude and moderation in pros- 
perity, with resignation and fortitude 
in adversity, with humble and ardent 
| piety, universal benevolence, and every 
virtue becoming a being destined for 
immortality, and a professor of the 

e ie . 
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gospel of Christ, as the habit of re- 
fllecting on those superior enjoyments 
1 which:the soul will experience, when, 
the veil of mortality being withdrawn, 
we shall see. Gon “ face to face, and 
5 < fulnesof Joy” which. 
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1 0 prove che superiority. of qur immortal 
to our mortal state; to assert ĩhat the body. = 


will, be purified; by death; from its natural 
imperfe&tions, and be raized ;spirirual and 


perfect, and that the faculties of the cu, will | 
acquire, a nearer. resemblance to that pure 
pirit from v hom they procged, would de an 


useless attempt; since to hem who examine 


che words of eternal: life these truths are 
| incontestibly evident. ; But what the changes | 


will be, Which shall, then take place in us, 


is seldom enquired; and they are by many: . 
people. congidered as inconceivable, noe df 
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Aide wha" ters to the dined; whey far 
exceed all which we can” thigine, is clear 


from the words of Scripture: © Eye hath 


« rex imo/the: hea of man, :ohe things 
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hic Gov bath prepared for them that 
love him.“ / © Beloved, now are we the 
ots of Gop; but it doth not yet appear | 
& hat we shall be.” But I apply these 
Pussages to their degree alone; and it is the 5 
obhekt of the following Essay to prove, he 
_ the knowledge we have of che nature f 
the universe, and of the ways of Gop, as 
reyealed to us in the Gbspel, may furniah us 
with strong reasons to be pers uaded, chat we 
shall possess in heaven our present faculties, 
and enjoy many of our prevent pleasures, 
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It —— tkrat an — 
with the nature of that happiness, wläch we 
hope to enjoy in a future state, is of no im. 
portatice to us, provided it rely merit the 
most ardent devires of 4 rational creature; 
and tit a perfect cotvittion, that He Who 
knows and has power over all, will rendet 
us happy, forms a motive more than gui. 
cient to inducr us to Undertale every thing, 
to ratrifice every thing, in obeditice to his 
comrtiands: "Yi, if be permit us to Ms. 
cover, in some degree, What those rewards 
| are WER © BE hath — 
* love him,“ our imagination will come in 
ad or dur Airy, alt We thall meditate with 
transport dn the scenes of future liss, which, 
in ay; moments of elevati evation, when the 
* abun N 1 
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heart is lifeed up to the Fountain of Happi- 
ness, we may in some measure be said 0 


distinct a view of the celestial regions would 
be productive of many cyils. It would ren- 


der this world a state of misery, by the im. 
patience it would raise in us to arrive at that 
period, when mortality shall be swallowed 


g 


: 
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chanting. prospect, must almost deprive 8 


up of life. Besides, our imagination, being 
thus forcibly captivated with such an en- 


of the freedom of action in our purapir of || [| 
virtue. The. motives to persevere in the 


great, work of our $alyation would be 80 
stron gly impressed on our minds, that those 


: painful exertions which constitute our vir- : 
tue, t rue, those trials which prove its constancy, | 


£ would no longer deserve thee titles; and 
we sbould derive no merit from aftivns, the 
Sid * ” rewards 
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rewards of which were set before us in 4 
destroy the source of one of our greatest 
pleasures. nomt 2 Rr 9.0; us. ** * Dp! 
We frequently complain of the difficulties 
attendant'on all our attainments; both mental 
and corporeal; yet it may be easily proved, 
that in most cases this pretended cause for 
complaint ought to be a subject of gratitude. 
In every situation the Creator has provided 
for us a satisfaction and joy, resulting from 
our free agency, and from our on exer- 5 
tions. Even in our most trifling amusements, 
and yet more in chose things on which our 
happiness principally depends, we could not 
be deprived of the privilege, of deliberating, 
choosing, and acting with freedom, without 


— 


losing whaz is most $0lid and precious in the 


bdenefits bestowed on us. Yet Gop, through 
5 eee | | | the 
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our researches such an insight into the glories 


of his presence, as to induce us ardently to 

e ee eee 
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we do nat neglect our faculties, the Know. 
eee fortify, are 8 ar! 3 
than: the. connterpoise of criminal dexires; 

and that our ideas of Gop, when we are 1 | 
frequently occupied in contemplating him, 

the most fertile imagination can paint the 

 objedts of chis world; If we have not too 

often, and too long, lost sight of these IT 

august iceus, they restrain the violence of 

our most impetuous passions, and divert the 

3 
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me eee — 
and plant virtue in all chose secret recess 
| where vice had flourished before. 17 800 
Il it be true, Mas from dur entrance into 
the world, from che commencement. of our 
discipline, every thing points out to us the 
way of true felicity, and that, if at the first 
step we take the right path, every hing en 
gages and encourages us more and more to 
pursue it; it ig true als, (and it is a ver 
remarkable and a very consoling obseryation) | 
hat Gon, infinitely+wize: and good, has 
| hazarded-our happiness-10. bunker mae was 
necessary to preserve e | 
zoul of allenjoyment. + 1H 1 2 
It follows: then, — 
2 Sure and certain , 29s, we may be cnabled 
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1 Avon pore oabuliarcc 
trials of mortality which shall be succeeded 
by eternal happiness. Let us suppose all 

us, those at least. wich we. do not bring 

upon ourselves; they wouid occupy only a 

very small part of our life; they do not ar- 


| rive altogether; they are blended with many 


comforts; they may be e eee iatec 
by the pleasure of self approbation, by#lic 
rear, an affectionate obedience, of an 


soul; 3 — what 
faith which is an anticipated possestion of 
< things hoped for. 24191549 - % ideen 
St. Peter lays it down as an emdent fact, 


US il 011” 11th) F 
. Rom i 7. 
" "OF . n does 


ble resigna lion, to the will of that ado: f © 
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does not day to those to whom he addresses 
his epistle, -In believing on the Son of Gov 

I beseceh you rejoĩce, but, Ve do “ re- 
< joice-with joy unspeakable; o. and ivought 
Bt. Petenwrote to-theris in this manner, they 


were threatened: with various cvils, from the 


absolute power of the Gentiles, and the im- 
placable (fury of the je,. 
In the moinents of attentive meditation, à 
christian cannot be insensible to the mercies 
of God in his beloved Son; and if he has 
not one of those extraordinary dispbsitica⸗ 


rr 


affected by them. If we could constantly 
preserve this happy state of mind, we should 
be in the most desirable situation to which 
we could aspire here below j but this is not 


the case: nenen 
with celestial joy, again becomes a feeble 
mortal, who mourns and rejoices for trifles. 
In spite of the resistance of the understand- 
ing, in spite of the ascendancy of the sub- 
limest sentimẽnts, the mechanism of our 

happy variations, which an overstrained se- 


do — "FORE md | 
ciſul Redeemer, that we do. not trust ad 
nme W 
10 and more ml ended. | cone 
ane, which » 80 ofen We" n 
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all our cares, all our efforts, to perfect this 
important work. The tranquillity, che state 
of peace and contentment; which I have jut 
mentioned, is an immediate actual blessing, 
| and it is an inestimable oueg it adds a charm 
to all our innocent pleagures; which infinitely 
surpasses their intrinsic value. Wirhout 
that tranquillity, Founded on an inworcable 5 
basis; without that permanent satisfaction ho 
which has ite source in our om bosom, 
| and depends on no exterior object; all which 
the world calls Pleasure is generally accom- 
Panied | by: reproaches, - regrets, and afllic. 
canvert che most ingignificant recreation the 
most trifling amusement, into a "RI 
 8iderable bleezing. -- oil 
The more nage e 
Jy * G0, is influirely | preferable to the 


most 
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 niosrbrilliapt;/the most fortunate day, of the 
_ ambitious, or the voluptuous. But behold | 


eicher in the court of the Lord,“ or 
ina chosen retreat, where, abstracting his 
thoughts from all terrestrial objects, and in- 
viting those which contirae the treavure of 
his heart to appear before his soul, he fills 
ir with celestial joy; chen you will r 
with him, and with the Psalmist, O Lord! 


day in thy oourts is better than à ihou- 


band“ elsewhere: then you will not b 5 
surprised at David's ardent spirituul thirst 
after God, at the unutterable aspirations 
of St. Pavl;s at the ungpoakable "joy of St. 


Peter, at that peace which passeth all 
a: mann c en amy. 
0 » Pra he "TR » Poa. as 10 2803 ons als OP 
Rom. Fb. 23 1 Pet. i. 8. * iv. 7. 
. | regard 


this man blessed from above; behold him 
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|  nmRODVETION:s— e 
wind eicher-as poetically; figurative, or as 
extravagancics proceeding from the, warmeh 
of an eastern imagination. It is true that the 
degree. of this joy depends greatly, upon the . 
constitution, and upon the force and delicacy | 
J of certain faculties or qualities of the mind; 
conscquentiy they who are susceptible of 
strong and lively emotions, would do wrong 
ro judge from their own feelings of the rea- 
lity, the sincerity, the constancy, or the picty 
of others; put they who, cannor feel these 
| emotions, ought not to consider as error 
or weakness, a en 50 noble and 80 
enviable; W 


Every one may, i I 0 not ee my- 
self, regard as moral truths the following 


. 


proposition s —E 
Firm; If that joy. wh which we are in- 
epixed bys our love of * and of his Son 

| Issus 


es 


xi TRODUCTION. | 
Jz8us CHRIST, be not with the — of 


christians absolutely an unspeatable joy; at 
least it is sometimes ardent, and it almost 


| constantly produces a «tate of peace, of con- 
| Kdence; of content, to which no situation 


merely worldly or terrestrial can approach. 
Sometimes indeed it may be suspended in the 
confusion of business, absorbed in the an- 


guish'vf affliction, or banished for some mo- 
ments by the petulant impatience of a quick 5 
and warm temper; but it soon regains its 
ascendancy, a and re- establishes a chearful r 1 


quillity. Where these effects do not appear, 


that christian disposition does not exist; and 


they. who do not possess it, and yet believe 


that they are christians, deceive themselves, 
aud take for real piety what has only the 
| Nee of it; n paxion « which 
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„war against the soul,“. obtain frequent 
vicdories over their feeble virtue, and they 
abandon themselves to foolish projects and 
| hurtful desires. In chis ease, assuredly they 
cannot expect to feel that celestial joy; and 


the same principles which ought to produce "I 


and nourish ir, will cause in its place a de- 
jeRion and terror, which even ineredulity 
itself does not always experience I do not 
mean to include those, who, with the sin- 
cerest piety, and tlie best dispositions, are 
afſlicted with doubts and distractions. These 
are frequently owing to some corporeal dis- 
order, Which oppresses the faculties of the 
mind, and disturbs its tranquillity. Some- 
times indeed the cause is ubknown to us; but 
we may trust to that merciful Saviour, who 
| has said, 80 Come unto me, all ye that labour, 
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< and are heavy laden, and I will, give you 


rest.“. Those doubts which aſſiẽt us here, 
will be removed in a future state; though 
| * nom we know ba nen. den calle 
* know, even as we are known,” Go 
shall wipe away all tears from, our eyes, 
and there shall be no moxe sorrow. 
- Secondly; If ve would assure eee, 
chat our joy is solid, that. it is adequare-to; | 
the greatness of its cause, that it expresses 


how strongly we are affected by that faith 
which we profess to be planted in our bees, ih 


how deeply ve are penetrated with admira- 
tion, love, gratitude, confidence, and hope; 


let us beware of trusting to transient emo- 


Hons}: they may be. deceitful. We can only 
judge of this joy from its ordinary and con- 


sam effects. The christian in whom it 


—— 
* Matth, l 28. <P 1 Cor. . 13 Rey. xxi. 4. 
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ele eme, nach, [, daicagtoonkpray 
compaxigen,mirh, It. H. eee 
firm resolution to banish immediately all joys. 
with, which chis· is inconsigent. He knows: 
chat. it has ita source, not inna fruitless eon · 
rewplazion of the faygurs-of che Most High. 
and oh his great designs for the happiness of 
the human ace, hut in ati ache admiration, = 
a gratitudo· fruitful in good works hre 
taste fox ad A ſirm attachment to, every 
thing laudable, bonourable, just, and ami- 
able; in short, in employing his cares and 
exertions to cultivate andlisttengrhen in Him- 
«cif atrhoxenodle principlesof virtue which 
Gov: has formed within him, and all the 
salutary knowledge which he has afforded 
him. When the least danger threatens his 
conscience, all the POO soul are 
äj·· 


** OA He 
ch 00 eight] ite e. by ss 
plesent heppihess“ HE 1abours,” bot wich 
ptinful efforts, but with joyfub ardour, to 
extatYish and augmeüt irg imploring that 
azoisting glace) hieb will evet he vouch⸗ 
of hehre and pious confdence * If ay of 
you ach Wisdom, let him ask of Go | 
_ «© hs giveth to all men lberally,atid up-” 
. <braidethnory and it shall be given him. \ 
| He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
« forsake thee, 80 that we may boldly y, 
3 ce the Lord is my helper; and I Will nor fer 
hat man doeth-unto me“ 07 20077» 
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future state of existence, my observations 
will be chiefly comprised under two hende 
| Knowledge: and Sentiment: che ſirat relative 
to the powers of the understanding, the 


eecond to the aſfections of tlie heart I ahall 
 first enlarge on che imperfeſtions of these 
— -facukies, and of dhe plenstres uhich we de- 
ire from them in this-ilife and then: ande- 
vour to eee pte ments nil 
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probably be in chat which i is to come. 4 be- 
gin with the powers of che understanding. 
The positive evils which attend our pro- 
gress chrough this state of 1 are sensibly 
felt by every human being. Pain and sick- 
ness, sorrow and disappointment, are at times 


the lot of all; but there are sufferings of a 


different kind, of which the most cultivated 


„„ — 


minds are most susceptible, as they are per. 
ceivodꝭ and felt in proportion to the delicacy 


of our taste, and the improvement of our 


1 


We may place in the rank of intellectual 
evils che natural imperfection of our facul- 
dies. Our understanding and memory arc 

wenk, and various inevitable impediments 


. = : aw — 
'niencil-powersy bing Vl or 


prevent us from employing these talents to 


che utmost. Established errors, instructors 
| who teach illi or e. 
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ceed without a guide) the want of proper 
means to inform ourselves; various circum- 
stances of life, which prevent us from at- 
raining.” those acquirtments for which we 
have the greatest inclination; in a word, 
events, either turn us aside from the truth, 
or permit us to discern ãt only through an 
obscure and perpleaing medium 
If we should be surprised that there are 
so few people in the world who make a pro- 
gress in elegant and useful knowledge, let 
us only consider how rare is the advantage 
er eee 
- retand-ont — a6: denon 
Various are the impatimens by hich 
ve frequently: find ourselves gtopt in the 
* n the most sublime nn. 
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t 0 e delbritodfonontabgoriotaci- 


verral; and yet whole nations, almost all the 
| ORD; enslaved by 


r 


Stund ũntricate path, and frequently only ad- 


| vance further into error; or, perhaps, satis- 
fed with the labours of their predecessors, 


0 5 


| "Not: content wah indulging: thi unworthy 7 
+ jnaRtiviry;they oppose the exertions of thosc 


noble individuals, who, animated by an ar- 

 14deptdove of truth, dare ton shake uf auch 
dishonourable and dangerous fetters, and 
ende vour un deiner other from them · 

— B tte: 
ahichza from thecnatural inſiuence of the 
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body upon the mind, are occasioned>by'cor- 
poreal disorders. Pau and vickness not onty 
frequently betray us into a restlessness and 
impatience of spirit, which it requires the 
tries watch ober oureches to avid: but 
often, by deranging those finer parts\which 
ers, produce the most deplorable effects, arid 
degrade the faculties of che immortal soul 
almost to a level with the instinct of che beasts 
chat perish. To this we may add, that de- 
jection of mind, that pensive sadness, the 
cause of which cannot be discovered either 
in the soul itself, or in any external event; 
and which, dere er can be supposed to | 
ment, rere this grievous effect, 


would have remained imperceptible. Me 
8 3 500, und eren mene frequently 
5 than 
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: than elsewhere, in these happy climates, 
| nently prevail, persons of an excellent un- 
derstanding, perfectly regular in their con 
duct, rich in advantages both of nature 
and fortune, fall into à deep melancholy, 
which they pronounce to be insurmountable. 
Nothing gives them pleasure: every thing 
wearies them. But are ve very certain that 
no afflictive event has befallen them? Tes, 4 
-rhey themselves confess it; Every thing 
around smiles upon them as before. Imst | 
be; therefore, an insensible corporeal dis. 
order which thus affects their intellectual 
faculties. . The corruptible body presseth 
don the soul, and the earthly tabernacle 
d weigheth down 2 mind that museth upon 
c many ming ent an gr | SUE LNGOW 
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| Parhonlis circumstances' vary-infinitely the 
evils of the mind. It is very seldom that 


A our business; our profession, our way of life, 


the persons with whom we are acquainted, 
the country which we inhabit, the fortune, 
the employment, the rank which we possess, 
answer to our inclinations and ideas” One 
man, whose destiny conſines him in a country 
almost desart, envies the happiness which the 
citizen of a capital enjoys; whilst-the same 
citizen, overpowered with business, and tor- 
mented with cares, wishes for the pcaceable 
retreat of the inhabitant of the country. 
But our greatest evils are caused by our 
passions. If we yield to them in the smallest 
degree, they become to the soul what violent 
paroxysms are to the body; and, however 
nobly we may subdue them, there is at least 
a time in which they thake us suffer. the 
| 0 of combat. 8 dn 
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Our desires and aversions, with regard to 


all kinds of advantages or evils, real or ĩma- 
ginary, are the sources of innumerable vexa- 
tions and afflictions. They are oſten at- 
tended with alarms and fears, wich regard 
both to the present liſe aud to that which is 


o come. We fear for our possessions, repu- 


tation, health, and life; we place our desires 
on improper objects, and these detires tor- 
ment us; we love what does not deserve our 
regard, and sooner or later we ſind reason to 
be ashamed of it; we regret-excenirey:an | 
object which could but very imperfectiy 4 
| tribute to our happiness; we frar that which 
may never happen, we hope for that which 

it is improbable we should attain. Ideas 


which strike the i imagination, cause torments 


1 


as real, and sometimes much more severe, 


dente evil, which we thus represent to 
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ourselves! would de in iteelfi an we are 
punished for encouraging extravagant hopes, 
by the disappointmems which follow: them. 
Add 70 these, dissentions, quar tels, jealous ies, 
afli@ions of every kind, which often; in this 
corropt world, neither prudence nor probity 
can prevemt; and fasrly; the evils of eongei-. 
ence, infinitely morerernble than all the rest. 
The noblcst sentiments. of the: heart must 
freduenthy be productive -of mental -evils.. 
The interest we takte in the vc are vf others 
oedas ons anujetyʒ ili lobe of chose comforts 
which reason aud affeftion concur to render 
precious, deeply wounds our sensibility; and 
| thus, the most moderate, cautious; and wir- 
7 tuous men, are e 3 
3 emotions. 00741955 il "rr Tue 
* "Azcaredly the intellectual are ar our feli- 
| city (Perm me to cal it the health and ese 
5 eee e e 
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of che ""_ depends ape arch greater 
variety of circumstances, than the eue and 
health of the bodyz and ita sceret zprings are 
much/ more delicate. In a lang liſe, there 


are wecks, months, and sometimes years, 


which'are not distinguisheti by any corporeal 
disorder; instead of which, few. days pass 
over out heads unmarked by some mental 
pain or uncasiness. We may then venture 
to assert, that the evila of the mind are far 
mort numerous, more vurious, and gen 
much less supportable, than chose of ae | 
body; and in considering them together, 
hat could we think of the designs of the, 


Creator, if our existence were to: terminate 


with the present life? n SIT abn. 


> 


But when this captic shall. have , ; 


c put on incorruption, when this mortal ball 


& have. put on immortality,” we. shall be 
2 ˙ AA . 


1 Cor. xv. 53. freed © 


THE nn re com 0 
| freed biene Sickness and pain 
shall no more disturb our most useful occu- 
pations, our most innocent pleasures. Our 
senses, being pefected to a degtee of which 
we can at present form no idea, will convey” 
to the sou an endless variety of delightful” 
impressions. In the enjoyment of eternal 
youth and health, -with our faculties and 
tastes in a state of continual improvement, 
our pleasures and our virtues will be con- 


tinually increasing. Our pursuit of know- 


ledge will no longer be attended by weari- 
ness or disgust; our virtues will no more be 


end in grief and Uicappointment. I intens 


to consider our comparative situation in this 
world: eee view to all e | 
sources of enjoyment. "l, 2 a YIaJer 
Ike pleasures most eee tell; 
gent creature, those which distinguish him 
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ftom the hrute, and 3 part 
ol, his fabeity, are the adtine pleasures: I. 
mean those which he: donives from ahe volun- 
tary uc of bis facuhies . What is it to bo 

dequainted with an obje&? Aaanredlyr it is 
not merehy to have chat idea of it which is: 
impnest upon the soul by means of 1 
2 ſion in that gabe the knowladige-df che brate 
Bp would nat he inferior to ou omns it is when; 
weaefled on the impreseion received, chat. 
we; begin to none hat wen free uncle 
5 from che vile ztare of pagive creatures, "and 
mies 4ethehotiourablecclamof afinebeings:: | 
it is then, and then only, chat the soul, en- 
joying che copeciouoness-of its oun dignity, 
find in its.aQions a satisfaction, a variety of 
pleasure, which no sensation, no impressian, 
merely as such, could possibiy afford it. To. 
reſleſt, ta cxamine, is 40, will, 10 36 frerly ; 
ric Heiugumeih fis cor: cConsequentiy 
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possessing knowledge is an intellectual, an 
active pleasure; calculated for a being en- 


dued with reason, and glorying in free- 


agency. A state of mental repose is not 
consistent with the nature of a created in - 
telligent being. We have no soner at- 
tained to one degree of knowledge, than 


us. We cannot enough admire the-extent, | 


the delicacy, of those arrangements which 
impetuosity of our desires, we scem to ad- 


8 below, 
— D . 
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W by the shortness of our life, the un- 
certainty of every thing human, and our own | 
weakness. It is frequently necessary to fa- 
cilitate our progress in various occupations 
and studies; yet it is generally attended with 
some degree of unessiness, as it induces us 
to aspire after the attainment of perfections, 
before we can arrive at them by a natural 
progression, and dee ee occasions us 
many mortifcations. | | \ 
But such is the importance of acquiring 
aud possessing knowledge, chat the wise and 
benevolent Creator impels us, almost irre- 
sistibiy, to employ all our faculties in the 
pursuit of it. He has not only furnished us 
with the motive, which is produced by the 
_ idea of extensive utility annexed to such pur- 
suits; (an idea wich presents itself at first, 
and which opens and extends in proportion 
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to our progress) but lest this motive should 
not be eſſectual, or should begin too late to 
operate on imperfect and mortal beings, he 
has given us a spring of a tion, influencing 
us continually from our earliest e and 
this is curiosity. „ ah | 
The human understanding; 3 * 
culated to acquire knowledge; and introduced 
into the world in a state of ignorance, no 
sooner exists than it exerts itself to learn. 
This natural curiosity is the first spring of all 
the efforts we make to inform ourselves. It 
is so powerful, that, if destitute of objects 
worthy of its attention, it will employ itself Sh 
upon trifles. The mind cannot remain in · 
active; such a state is insupportable to it. To 
this it is owing, that when we have not earlß 

| learnt to love those truths which are of ome 
importance, we contract the despſtable. habit 


of 


. % 


44 o THE HAPPINESS or 


of sending our intelledual powers in quest 
of a thousand triſles, and pry into the most 


incignificant affairs of our neighbours; 


Curiosity is an intelleſtual appetite, which 


is scarcely appeased before it presses us again; 


and the pleasure of knowledge consists less 
in possessing than in acquiring it; which 
shes the necessity of a progression in know- 
ledge, in order to render us happy; and to 
derive from this progression all the pleasure 


which) enn enk 262189 ee . 


eee of dur liberty, the 
| progress in knowledge is, in this case, à con- 


ing our intellectual appetite; and our enjoy. 
went is inereased by the flattering considera-- 


don; chat ſt is the fruit of our own exertions. 


7 * 


„ 


THE, LAFE, ro COME. 45 


But in order to animate us to scek after 
studies with chearfulness, it is necessary ht 
our exertions should not become disagree- 
able through too much labour; that our 
faculties, talents, and assistances, should 
always bear an exact proportion to the ob- 
ject in question; that a well: grounded hope 
of success should make every thing-easy-to | 
us, just so far as that even ĩhe most attentive 
study may become. a pleasure; that nothing 
should interrupt our occupations against our 
own inclinations; hat we should have: a 
glimpse, in the depths of infinity, of an in- 
exhaustible fund to supply that intellectual 
ä appetite which 1 A continually increasing; and 
above all, that we should be as certain of 
an; cternal, duration a0 ve agel our m 


cxincngs n that of the Creator Inis 
eel } 1 | i | 
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"i Loet us consider, according to these ideas, 

bur situation in this world with regard to 
knowledge; and from thence, in regulating 
our observations by the declarations or in- 
sinuations of the Beriptures, we may con- 
jecture, in some degree, * de our 
situation in heaven. een * 
In many bes 6 our knowiedg here be- 


us in providing for our natural wants; so 


our duration to the short space of human 
life, it would be impossible 10 comprehend 
with what design he could have given to man 
2 capacity, which extends to innumerable 


speculations; not requisite for the supply of 


our necessities; and this is of ithelf a strong i 


proof, that the present state is only the be- 
ginning, thb infaney of our èxistence. 


low far exceeds what is necessary to direct 


mach ce, "that if the Creator had limited 


4 
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On the other hand, our understanding is 
it is frequently unable to guide us through 
those obstaeles, which continually impede 

our pursuit of the most useful knowledge. 
This imperfection of our faculties is un- 
avoidably attendant on our present state of 
probation; and it is a mortifying reflection, 
that, after our strongest efforts to penetrate 
into the depths of science, we can discover 
only a small part of the ways and works of 
Gon. Not only the universe itself, but an 
insect, a plant, and even a single hair, offers 
to our curiosity matter for profound and 
oſten fruitless investigation. Far from being 
in danger of objects failing us, we are con- 
founded by their abundance. Thousands of 
ages, of such a life as ours, would not suf - 
| fice to glance slightly oyer the ten-⸗ thousand 


* 
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part of them. Din of whike wieico-ws is this 
- exces8ive abundance, this astonishing profu- 
sion of exquisite gratiſications, if we have 
tcarcely time allowed us to taste a very few 
of chem; unless the Orcator, who places 

them before us, and who continually ex- 
eites that appetite which he gave us, designs 

to bring us again to this magnificent ban- 
quet, and to allow us to enjoy it for ever? 
0 In Heaven, through the goodness and \ 
power of Him who has created us, and who 
will raise us from the dead, our faculties | 
will be endued with the precise degree of 
perfection requisite for our making a rapid 
progress in all intellectual attainments. 1 
regard the resurrection of the body as an 
acknowledged fact, for I write to Christians; 
but wWe shall all be e 1 
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may reasonably suppose that change to con- 
sist, not only in a freedom from bodily-infir. , 
mities, but in the attainment of a much more 
perfect organization, A blind man bas no 
idea of the pleasure produced by sight, or 
à deaf man of the delights of harmony; and 
as we know that even in this world there 
are sensations of which some individuals are . 
entirely ignorant, surely it is not unreason- 
able to conclude, that our glorified bodies 
may be endued with new modes of percep- 
tion, which may convey to the soul new 
sources of enjoyment, infinitely. varied, and 
continually increasing, in an eternal progres- 
to spiritualize our celestial existence, we re- 
duce ourselves to the impossibility of form- 

ing the least idea of it; and while we ac- 
knowledge a resurrection of the body, we 
in 
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in fact deny it. To this cause, perhaps, 
amongst others, is owing the coldness and 
indifference with which even the best people 
too often regard the joys of heaven; and 
the assertion, so often repeated, that we can 
form no idea at all of our future state. Vet 
we cannot reasonably complain of the un- 
satisfactoriness of that information, which 
few of us endeavour to obtain; and it will 
not, T'think; be difficult to prove, that in 
these researches, the Res 
che deduQions'of reason. 
The expressions of St. Paul, Our body 
„sed! in glory,“ which implies an incon- 
| ceivable improvement of our organs; * then 
xe shall see face to face; © now we 
855 « walk by faith, not by sight;“ % now we 
know in part, but When that which is 


19 \s — Deen 
* 3 Cor, xv. 43. d x Cor. Xill. 12. 


*2 Cor. v. 7. cc perfect 


* 
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perfect is come, that which is in part shall 
ce be done away; — the comparison which 
the same Apostle makes between our present | 
state, and that in which we shall be in 
heaven, when I was a child, I-spake as a 
«. child, I understood as a child, I thought 
« ag à child; but when I became a man, I 
„ put away childish things; — What St. 
John says, in speaking of Gop, that ** we 


« chall des bim as he is;"*—alltheze passage: 


establish, ag 0 many infallible truths, the 
flattering ideas which mere reason ventures 
to present to us only as conjectures. 

We chall see Gon face to face. Of what 
Bun, win HE ht vici that knowledge? 


Here it would be rash and absurd to con- 
jecture; because, in order to be in a state 
to do it, we must be invested with the facul- 


32 ON THz. HAPPINESS: VF 


ties requisite to conceive that kind of know- 

ledge: that is, we must be now, what we a 
shall be after a glorious resurrection. When 
St. Paul was caught up to heaven in à mi- 
raculous extacy, he heard things which. he 
declares to be unspeakable.””* Thus with 
regard to the manner of the beatiſic vision, 
we are in a profound ignorance here below; 
but we may venture to assert, that we shall 
know Go, and every other object, with a 
strength, a facility, a clearness of concep- ö 
tion, infinitely superior to all which the finest 
capacity can hope for on earth, from the 
longest study. The soul, invested with a 
spiritual body, and thus provided with or- 
gans incomparahly more perfect than those 
with Which it is now connected, will have 
. nds 196, n kponledge, 
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aud making a rapid progress in it. The at- 
tributes of 'Gop, the conduct of his provi- 
dende, his vast desighs; and, as procecding 
from them, the wonders of creation; of 
which we now discern only a small part; all 
these objects of infinite grandeur, beauty, 
variety, and importance, in the study of 
which we art every moment sensible of che 
weakness of our understandings, will be 
placed wikhin the — e observn- 
don. . M122510 tie Soodlich Ft; 

B ü the lustre of the ee ray with 
which Gop will enlighten us, à thousand 
admirable novelties will burst upon our sight; 
in Him, and by Him, we shall see all around 
us what at present eye cannot” see, Hear 
hat at present ear cannot hear, and dur 
hearts shall conceive What at PEI! is be⸗ 
r A 

They 
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They who sail upon the ocean, some 
leagues from land, sce only the tcoasts. They 
who have the clearest eyes, with the best 
instruments, discern in this confused land- 
scape only some objects, which are lost to 
others, and which strongly excite curiosity. 
Night comes on, and veils the prospect from 
| their. sight. During their sleep the vessel 
approaches the port, and at sun- rise casts | 
anchor. They land; à thousand beautiful 
and magnificent objects present themselves on | 
every side, infinitely excelling all which the 
distant view had induced them to imagine. 
Thus we shall enjoy in heaven, to a de- 
gree beyond all conception, the pleasures of 
novelty and surprise, of finding our curio- 
sity satisfied, or at least ourselves provided 
with means to enable us to satisfy it; for if 
we were to suppose that Gop would display 

33 to 
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to us at once, all which e hope to know 
through eternity, this would be, aceording 
to my ideas, to suppose that he would rob 
our knowledge of one of its greatest charms. 
In proportion as the truths we are to 
learn shall become more difficult to com- 
prehend, we shall doubiless acquire talents 
adapted to them; and thus we shall go on 
from strength to strength, with regard to 
the pleasure of acquiring and possessing 
knowledge, as as in every respect we shall risc 
from glory to glory. FR 
The studies edel to W in this 
manner will not be oppressive labours. The 
assistance which may be necessary to us, an 
infitiite number of beings more intelligent 
than ourselves, and full of celestial goodness, 
will be eager to offer, If they are now 
* inte ppirits, vent N to minister 
rs > 


5 : 
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for them ho shall be heirs of salvation, 
will they not then rejoice to associate with 
us, when, puriſied from the corruptions of 
mortality, we shall be as the angels which 
are in heaven??? Whatever may be the 
length of the attentions requisite to attain to 
a certain point, the hope, or rather assurance 
of e will een — and fill us 
with joy. dn * 19H 

Our progress, r nN to our aul. \ 
ties; and not retarded: by involuntary i inter- | 
ruptions, will be great and rapid. In a 
world unde we shall be freed from all the 
cares which are here requisite for our sub- 
sistence, our clothing, our lodging; where 
we shall sleep no more; Where“ there shall 
< be neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
4/there be any more pain; a. where all, far 


* Heb. I. 14. Mark xi. az. Rev. xxi. 4. 
ts ; f. 
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from molesting us, or deranging our plans of 
study, will favour them; it is evident that we 
must have undisturbed leizure to execute them. 

At the same time; willi such great advan- 
rages for enjoying these pleasures, and not- 
withstanding the vast treasure of science 
which we shall have collected through my- 
riads of ages, —we shall never lose for 4 


moment that 'soothing idea, 80 necessary to 


the happiness of every being who values the 
pleasure of acquiring knowledge; that the 
souree of this gratification will never fail. 
TInGop; and the immensity of his works, 
to satisfy the most unbounded curiosity; but 
though assured that we shall never arrive at 
à period hen there will be no more to learn, 
yet we shall still preserve a stedfast hope, that 

we shall perfectly understand all the objects 
whieh offer themselves for our investigation. 
E 
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J It may be objected, in answer to these ob- 
servations on the extent of our capacities in 
a future state, and the means which will be 
aſſorded us for obtaining knowledge, tha 
tire comprehension of which will be reserved 
for Gon alone; as/ it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that the ereature, however perfect, can 
never acquire complete ideas of every thing 
relative to the Deity; and, in that case, that 
ve may feel our curiosity strongly excited, 
wirhout being possessed of the means 0 
Satiafy it. But I believe, that when we halt 
have attained to such an exalted understand-, 
quisite to distinguish between what is to be 
known. to the ereatute, and what ' to the 
Supreme Being alone; and, always eubject 
OR N ee be able, 
gv 100 107 zar Aan 
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without aifficulry, to testrain our curiosity 
within the same limits, which will necessarily 
from the nature of things, be prescribed to 
our knowledge. The most noble ambition 
would be extravagant, if it engaged a crea» - 
ted being to desire to usurp the place of his 
Creator : this therefore will not happen: the 
most ardent imagination will not aspire so 
high. The most vehement curiosity will be 
to attempt to penetrate further, would be 
to encroach upon the privileges of the Most 
High; to wish to be what He is, what He 
that of the all- wise Gon, whom we shall 
love with all our soul, we shall no sooner 
arrive at those unfathomable deprhs, than 
| — with 3 and 4 acknowledging 
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our dependance on Him, we shall, without 
regret, turn all our attention and enquiries 
towards that multitude of objects, upon 
which we 445 9d and . ee 
indulge our ne. N 
If then we emen 
ceptible of chose pleasures which are the 
most worthy of à thinking being, the idea 
of seeing Gop as he is must excite very 
strong desires; and how natural is it to seekxk 
incessantly the means to fulſil those — 
and to employ those means without delay? 
They are all comprehended in this word, 
Holineti. Those alone will be admitted into 
the adorable presence of Gon, who labour 


by 


dincerely and assiduously in the work of their 


canRification. « Without: holiness no man 
{hall see the Lord:“ * 4 550 ** me, 
f — iniquity -“ a 
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To meditate on Gon as soon a8 we are 
capable of reasoning, to apply afterwards to 
that meditation more and more, is a sure 
path to holiness, and a most powerful iucen- 
tive to exert every possible eſfort tu practise 
it with diligence. Even an .indivtin&; aud 
limited Knowledge of che wisdom and god · 
ness of the Almighty, such a knowledge a8 
we may acquire in the present life, imuat fill 
our hearts with comfort and joy. Go, in 
the glories of the gospel dispensation, is the 

God af mercy, the God of peace. What 
treasures of benigniry! What effusions of 
grace! He is amiable, adorable, beyond al 
expression, all conception: our janguage hat 
no terms, our heart no sentiments, adequate 
to this sublime subje dd. 197 Hat abuptyq = 
e may reasonably supposc, that all the 
endeavaurs which we , upom Earth to 


E ow 


assi 
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know Gop, shall not be lost to us in heaven; 
quire the best knowledge of Him, will have, 
at their entrance into the habitations of 
glory, eee ee e 
Him as He is. | 
Every man, who shall not have been be- 
wildered by false information; who shall 
stedfastly have followed, through the inter- 
5 posing mists of error, chose rays: of light | 
verse; and above all, he who, favoured 
with that shining light displayed in the Gos- 
pel, shall constantly have employed it as a 
guide to dirett him intq che paths of truth; 
in a word, every man who, uninfluenced by 
prejudice, shall not have adopted any of those 
z ystems which give us false notions of our 
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majesty, will have nothing to correct in the 
copy, which, faint as it is, now affords him 
so much satisfaction. He sees Gop only as 

through à glags; he sees him only at a dis- 
tance; yet at least his glass is true; if it re- 
presents the image faintly and darkly, it 
does not represent it falsely; but when he 
shall enter into the regions of bliss, before 
the throne of God, he shall see Him in the 
brightness of his glory. Happy here below, 
when we faintly discern Him such as he is; 
how supremely blest shall we be, when we 
shall „ behold Him face to face; when we 
« $hall know, even as also we are known!“ 
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T Have as yet only” considered what may 
satisfy our boundless curiosity in the know- 
ledge which we shall have of Gov in 
future state; but there are many other de- 
lightful sentiments * — this know- 
ledge may inspire us. amid 
When we HT objets 1 which de. 
serve our admiration, and which are besides 
connected with our self. love, or with our 
generous and social affections, then to the 
mY) a pleasure | 


- 
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pleasure of admiring are united various 

other pleasures, which animate and extend it 
in proportion to the number and greatness of 
these objects. 1 will en to illustrate 

this by a familiar example. 

Let me 6 into a 
palace, from thence into a garden, from 
thence into a beautiful country, where art 
and nature have united to form all which 
we can imagine pleasant, commodious, and 
lovely. 1 have leisure to admire the most 
striking beauties: I do so, with the indif- 
ference of à stranger, who is immediately to 
quit these charming scenes, where neither 5 
himself nor his friends have the least posses- 
$jon; but at che instant of my departure, my 
1 have just seen belongs to me and ta my 
nd 1 return: 1 . an ex- 

1 Ts treme 
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treme surprise, that even in the most-trifling 
things, the most scrupulous attention has 
been paid to our taste; that even the smallest 
flower is disposed according to our fancy; 
then my admiration is raised to the highest 
degree; the little flower, artfully placed in 
that particular spot to gratify me, affords me 
a much more lively pleasure than 1 had felt 
before in the contemplation of all the en- 
chanting beauties of this terrestrial paradise. 
But the emotions of my heart towards him 
to whose goodness I owe this magnificent 
gift, are of a different nature, and diffuse 
over my soul the aweetest sentiments une 
and gratitude, _ | 

This will be our ease in heaven. At first 
astonished at the objects which will offer 
themselves to our observation on every side, 
and afterwards reflecting on the goodness of ; 


HE 
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the Creator who has given them to us, and 


disposed our minds to enjoy them, we shall 


admire their several relations to our facul 


ties; anda minute examination of these will 
increase our admiration to inſinity, and con- 


tinually awaken in our hearts a ee 


tion of gratitude and love. 0 18 2% 80 


Jo the prospect of this treasure of. fel 6 
Jae" will be displayed before our eyes, 


will be added he recollection of all which 


Gon shall have done to secure the possession 
e e ro L, GL 201 F J: 


1 Ts kids magic only felt backer - 

Say, thro” what brighter realms she bids it * 

To what pure spirits in a nobler sphere, * 
= . / aw: berg 1 _— _—_ 'd here?” | 


* 


We shall retrace, to a remote period, thar 
ing variety of combinations, circum- 
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stances, and events, which the providence 
of Gon shall have brought to pass to work 
out our salvation. Our particular refleQions 
upon ourselves will soon extend to the whole 
himan race. In unfolding che work of our 

redemption, which will, then be completed, 
we shall by degrees discover the depths of 
that wisdom, and that love, which shine 
forth in Jesus Christ, and which at present 
the angels themselves cannot totally penetrate. 
What here appears most obscure in the dis- 
pensations of Providence, What sometimes 
confounds, alarms, and discourages us, will 
then appear to have been evidently necessary 
to the divine system, and the most mysterious. 
parts to have been the most 3 con- 
e e- 0g 21 zu eee 
Ia the same manner, wh beamed the 
evils of chis life, of which we now some- 
; : times 
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port with such impatience, and which we 
every moment fear should betray us i into inju- 
rious murmurs against our heavenly Father, 
we shall perceive that to them we are iti 
some degree indebted for our state of glory. 
Wich what joy shall we then reflect on these 
favourable evils, these happy aſſſictions 
What transports of love and gratitude to 


Go will be excited by this retrospect of 
the past! We shall continualiy recur to this 


affecting idea, and dwell upon it with rap- 
ture. Though here his desigus sometimes 
appear obscure, and his dispensations mys- 
terious; yet chere we shall perceive that 
they had constantly been conducive. to our 


happiness; but that the stedfastness of his 
affection, and his profound knowledge of 
what would best comribus to our felicity, 
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had engaged him to impose upon us a disci- 
pline accommodated to our dispositions and 
our state upon earth; and which oonsequentiy 
had been sometimes severe, Regarding 
then, in the true point of view, all, his con- 
duct towards us, we shall discover an admi- 
rable union of the tenderest care, the most 
table skill, to guide and impel/us insensibly 
The pleasure of surprise, of a comparison 
between our present and our past situation, 
Al the augniencation which our joy can re. 
ceive from the most soothing refleftions, we 
shall enjoy to the utmost. If our happiness 
would, be complete in itself, without, the ad 
ol such a comparison, what vivacity of sen- 
timent will ĩt not add to ĩt! The contempla- 


tion of the dispeusations of Gon, in every 


* i 
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part of this retrospect, will raise in our souls 

gentiments of gratitude and love, of which 

our happiest experiences in ny upon earth 

can give us but a faint ideas 3 Her 
When 4 abe de ech bum sts this - 

world, if we connect with that event a/ firm 


| perstasion-that it is in à peculiar manner the 


elſe of the approbation bow favour with 
which Gop Honours us, we shall have in- 

finitely greater joy in that persuaston; than 
in the benefit ĩtself which his providence ha 
just bestowed upon us. The ceiitinients f 


affection and gratitude, which arise in our 
minds towards a benefactor worthy of all 


our veneration, all our attachment, are far 
euperior' in value to the gift which we re- 
ceive from him. This gift is a pledge of his 
affection; and that consideration awakens al 
our own: * is hat prin- 
1 4 cipally 
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deln „* it pteciattt to us. This is 
true above all with regard to Gon; for be- 
sides the present advantage which we enjoy, | 
besides the delightful sentiments of gratitude 
and love which it inspires, we may infer 
from it what are che desigus of the Most 
High, and what will be his future dealing 
with us. His favour once obtained, we do 
not lose it. but by our own fault: there is no 
caprice, no inconstancy, to be feared from 
Gon. What may we not then expect and 
hope! What sweet emotions arise at once 
in our souls And in heaven wor. obs 
how convincing, will this argument be! 
Here we are prevented, by the lends 
* and darkness which are round a bout“ 
our Gov, from beholding the perfection of 


that eee | 


— 71 w 3 *- =; —_- — * . — 94”. . — > - — << = Mo — ——— —— — 
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4 of his chrone, and from tasting that 
Joy unspeakable and full of glory, s with. 
_ which a clear prospect of Him would fill our 
heartg and besides this obscurity; there is 
dſten another obstacle, incomparably more 
 Uiffieulr'to surmonnt, and which we our- 
' $elves'c reate-—this is sint We are the dame 
with regard to Gon, as we usually are wit 
regard to our friends; as soon as we have 
ated il towards them, or in any manner 
rendered ourselves less worthy of their af. 
ſoction, we immediately feel our own Ami. 
nish. Frequemly, in consequence of 48] 
injury which an unjust offender has  com- 
mired, he hares che offended Petar more 
than he is hated by him 
| Of afl mental evils, the greatest and the | 
| mos invupporrable-i a remorse of conscience. 


Psalm xcvii. 1 1 5 1 Pet. i. 8. * 2 To 
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To thoze who have been guy of enormous | 
crimes, jt ĩs a sensation of inexpressible an. 
guish; but every species of guilt, every de- 
gree of sin, ercates in the mind uncasiness 
and confusion, in proportion to the sentence 
which we pass upon our actions; and it is 
Impossible to elude the judgment of our/own 
conscience, or to render ourselves indifferent 
to ĩts awful vo q... 
Shame, as well as remorse, is am re» 
vived by the sight of the person we have 
injured: it strikes through the heart, and 
we fly, we ahhor, Whatever awakens it. 
The idea of a witness of our unworthiness, 
especially when that witness is the person 
with regard to Whom we are guilty, is a 
tormenting idea. If to shame be added a £ 
well-grounded fear of suffering the punich- 


ment deserved, we have then a complication. 
- 5 q | * a of 


% 
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of emotions which distract us. Such is our 


deplorable situation with regard to Gop, 
whew we have trampled on his sacred laws, 
and despised his salutary counsels. The sen- 
timomis of 86othing conſidence, of sincere 
and ardent love, which we once felt to- 
wards him, are weakened by the shock of 
various opposite semtiments. Our Heavenly 
Father, who was once the souree of our 
tranquillity, of our consolation and joy, be- 
comes a source of shame and fear; and if 
we are not diligent to suppress this rumuſe 
in our souls, by sincere repentance and : 
speedy amendment, we expose ourselves to 
the most formidable of all dangers, that of 
changing into aversion those sentiments of 
filial duty and affection which we once felt 
towards that adorable and almighty Being. 
If ve werte always wise and virtuous, we 
ti 2 | should 


77 
should here enjoy, in a high degree, the 
pleasure of loving Gon: but even they who. 
have made the greatest progress in the work 
of sanctication, have always sufficient cause 
to reproach themselves. This is what: prin- 
cipally.cools that celestiabardour, and miugles 
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much birterness with-all/jts-gratifications.:/ 


moved. If at first we should igel some de- 
gree of shame, on the recollection of the 
numerous weaknesses, omĩssions, and errors, 
which had ĩnterrupted the work of our sanc- 
tification,' and should be confused at obtain- 
ing rewards $0 greatly surpassing all which 
we could reasonably expect from our cares 
and exertions cares so continually inter- 
rupted, exertions frequently 80 languid 
these painful reflections will immediately be 

3 by the nn Thai of our- 
"al e 4 Heavenly 
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Heavenly Father, and after wards entirely ab- 
sorbed in the profusion of his favours. 
Having once and for ever cat away our 
<4 vins,* and ceased to remember our ini- 
*/quiries;"- having accepted our | good in- 
rentions' and feeble endeavours, he will ob- 
viate at the moment of our entrance into 
glory, by every testimony of paternal affec- _ 
tion,” all which might give us uneasiness. | 
As the indulgent and tender farher, in the 
affecting parable of the prodigal son, instead 
of uttering the least reproach to his retum- 
ing penitent, was anxious to dry up his tears, 
hastened to embrace him, and bestowed upon 
him innumerable caresses and benefits; 30 
Gob will exclude from our minds all painful 
sentiments, and (preverve u us from them for 
8 ** 15 Nane ane © of 
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In aur present state we are surraunded by: 
those dangerous enemies of our soul, tempe: 
tations. However important may be the 
advantages Which wWe have obtained, aD 
however ſirm may be our confidence in fas: 
ture victorics, through the gracg of G on 
yet we must still sustain the combat; we are 
exposed to surprise, and frequently, alas h we 
yield to it. We must live in a state of con- 
tinual Watehfulness, lest, in an unguardod 
moment, e should be led astra from the 
path of duty; “ for our adversary che 
devil, as a roaring Hon, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.“ How: - 
delightful then will be that tranqulllity and 
peace, which we shall enjoy, when sueh shall 
be our happy situation, such our spiritual 
strength, that, instead of remptarions to 


PITT EET =»; L £2» * . „ n = 
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3 — shall find, in every objea 
around us, something eee erect 
exercise to our virtue. 

From all which shall have befallen us in 
this world, and above all, from the happi- 
ness we shall experience at our entrance into 
the next, we may deduce prophetic conse- 
quences, which will be a trausporting anti- 
cipation of those degrees of glory and feli- 
city, which we shall not at first possess. 1 \ 
ani inthe harbour of valvation, cafe from 
thousand dangers from which I have just 
escaped : they exist no longer, except in my 
remembrance. Those dangers, formerly 80 
terrible, now only form a strong contrast, 
which makes me feel more sensibly my pre- 

sent security. Tranquil and happy in the 
midst of my friends, I look forward only to 
pleasures, pure, infinitely varied, and eternal. 
Hau b 17s 5.7 We 


i 5 


J 1 
- * pa 
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Me can conoriue dut very imperfeRtly the 
delights of such a situation; yet there are 
circumstances in this world, which may per- 
haps convey. to the mind a faint idea of it. 

For example, you escape miraculousſy from 
a shipwreck; yon land amidst the embraces 
of beloved friends, from whom you nad 
been separated for many years, and whom 
you had scarcely hoped to meet again; you 
hear the sea still roaring behind you, but in 
vain; you :find yourself in a peaceful and 
charming asylum, amidst the sweetest trans. 
ports of the tenderest affection.· Such a 
6 deliverance,” says the elegant and amiable 
Dr. BzaThiz, will every good man meet 
< with at last, when hel is taken away from 
ce the evils of life, and awakes in the regions 

Hof everlagting peace; looking back on tje 
66 e and irs rroubles with a surprise and 

. 1 7 catisftion, 
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ce gatis faction, similar in kind, though far 
higher in degree, to that which we now 
| «© feel; when we awake from a- terrifying, 
ce drtam, and open our eyes upon the sweet 
<< gerrniry of a summer wording. 22204 
All will be joy and exultation. The bit- 
ter streams which mingle. with the sweets of. 
| this life, will then be totally dried up. No 
more remorse, no more shame or anxicty, | 
shall there interrupt aur felicity: fallow me 
to use some repetition and recapitulation, 
for we return with pleasure to such objects, 
and love to dwell upon them:) from review- 
ing, in the records of the past, the depths of 
the wisdom and mercy of Gop, we shall de- 
rive a thousand inexpressible pleasures. In. 
reſlecting on our passage through mortality, | 
| that dangerous passage, Which, in spite of 80 
| b e nnn shall at length, 


Bel | | — 
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through the indulgence and assistance of our 
Heavenly Father, have conduſted us to that 
happy abode; we shall find, not only in the 
best actions and most favourable evenis of 
our lives, but in our misfortunes, our dan- 

gers, and even in our failings; zubjects for 
adtiration and joy. On the other side, the 
immensity of chat fururjry to which we shall 

look forward; wil be a boundless perspec- 
tive presenting a profrexsive SUCCESSION; 2 
constant and ite xhaustible store of know 
ledge and pleasure, of amiable sentiments, 
and generous designs; which, uneclipsed, 
and uninterrupted, continually extend the 
amazing prospeR, and augment the magni- 
ficent scene; ascending, through a state of 
gradual, but constant improvement, to the 
centre of all ee S the Ong 
. Pee 11188 
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well? These 
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These prospects, so flattering to ourselves, 
will also include all the intelligent beings 


which surround us. Those beams of light 


and life, which procred from the throne of 


the Lon, will have dispersed every cloud, 


and dispelled every shadow of death. They 


Will diffuse around a perfect serenity, a glo- 
rious and ineffable jop 
It is not sufficient to he happy ourselves, 


or rather we cannot be happy alone: it is 


also necessary that all those should be made 


happy, who are capable of becoming 8b. 
What pleasure must a generous soul derive. 
from | contemplating the Supreme Being, 
continually - establishing, without partiality, 


all the happiness which is suitable to every 


one, or of which every one is susceptible. 
But of this noble pleasure we are entirely, 


destitute in the present world. None of our 


15H. | , fellow- 
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fellow-creatures: are perfeclly happy, and a 
great number of them are in a state of suf-· 
fering. This alone would be sufficient to 
render the happiness of he present life i im- 
perfect, even if it were a situation in other 
respects the most desirable. If, with the 
assurance of our on safety, we cannot con- 
nect that of the safety of the friends whom 
we love, our tranquillity must be very imper- 
fe. But in heaven, our friends, (if they 
have not been totally unworthy of that name) 


our dearest friends, will be with us, in per- | 


fect security, in the presence of our benevo- 
lent God. The power of pain and death 


over them, as well as over ourselves, will 
have ceased; and consequently all that dejec- 
tion, and those variations of temper, which 
corporeal disorders sometimes occasion upon 

earth, will cease also; and, amongst: beings 


80 
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$0. wise; do good, 50 reſinedʒ both in body 
and mv ohall Jaan — 


pe e cog in our i fre, 
we shall also rejoice in the felicity of all 


around us. To feel sineerely and forcibly 
the happiness of others, is in some measure 
to increase our own, in proportion to the 
number of the blessed. This will be more 
particularly considered when I speak of our 
sentiments in regard to our fellow. creatures ; 
but it is principally to Gop, chat all the | 
various sentiments which 1 have mentioned 
must be referred, He will be the great 
object of our love, the strength of our con- 


ſidence, and the source of all our happiness. 


Every pleasure which we enjoy will con- 


. tinually attract our attention to Him, by 


constantly setting before us his tender cares: 
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it wilt be in Him that we shall see the glorĩ- 
ous plan of universal felicity, which shall in- 
erease through all eternity: in a word, ac- 
cording to the admirable expression of St. 
Paul, He will be * all in all. : ¶ He will not 
only be the most essential object of all our 
attachment, the inexhaustible treasure, as 
well as the original cause, of our greatest 
pleasures; we shall not only trace his hand 
continually, in every new effect of his wis- 
dom, and beneficence,—bur He himself will 
penetrate even to the inmost recesses of our 
hearts. He has formed them, he sees them, 
and knows their most secret sentiments. It 
is He who has put in motion all the springs 
of our felicity; and it will be in his presence 
chat we shall find © fulness of joy. Nothing 
is too vast for his power, nothing too difficult 


* a 8 1 Cor. XV. 28. d Psalm xvi. 11. a for 
| Y 


88 ox TR HAPPINESS OF 


for his wisdom, nothing too beneficent for 
his goodness. - What a variety of delightful | 
sentiments he will create in us, in manifest- 
ing himself to us as: he is; and in giving 
room to our liberty, our understandings, 
and our affections, to exert themselves ac- 
cording to our wishes, and at the same time 
in the pursuit of our greatest good! 
Hle shall be all in all! This great, this 
good Gop will fill our souls with that joy 
which his adorable presence will diffuse 
throughout the universe. All A 1s 
pleasing, all which is transporting, in admi- 
ration, in gratitude, in love, in confidence, 
in hope; in the anticipated accomplishment 
of the generous wishes formed by a noble 
heart, glowing with fraternal affection; in 
the prospect of an infinite variety of blessings, 
at Which we shall sooner or later arrive, all 
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adapted to contribute in some measure to 
| our happiness; and finally in the prospect of 
an eternal augmentation of excellence and 
felicity;—all this we shall possess and enjoy 
without allay, and with a warmth and energy 
of sentiment, which we neither feel, nor can 
feel, here below; for the Logp himself, 
from whom proceedeth every good and 
« every perfect gift,“ will be, through all 


eternity, © the portion of our inheritance.” 


* James i. 17. Psalm xvi. g. 
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J Shalt now make a few observations on 
chose sentiments which will arise from our 
connexion with our fellow- creatures, and 
with the other inhabitants of the mans ions 


of immortality. 


We are so formed for society, that we 
_ cannot imagine happiness without it, The 
idea of an abode where it would be impos- 

sible for us to meet any of our fellow-. 
5 | creatures, 
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creatures, a desert island for instance, upon 


which we might be cast by a Shipwreck, has 


something in it melancholy and dreadful. 
In vain should that island be represented as 

the garden of Eden this would have no | 
influence upon us. But let us suppose that 
a second shipwreck should cast on the same 
coast two or three persons, possessed of ta- 
lents and merit to deserve our esteem; this 
idea immediately diffuses over our heart con- 
solation and joy. This pleasure does not 
arise from reſlecting on the assistance which 
we may derive from each other, in procu- 
ring the necessaries of life. Though nature 
herself should have formed for us a com- 
modious and agreeable habitation, though 
our food should spring up spontaneously, 
though the useful animals should come to 
us of their own accord, or suffer themselves 
n ws 
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to be taken and tamed without difficulty; all (2 
this could not compensate for the absence of 
every being upon whom we could fix that 
social affection by which our hearts are ani 
mated. All which might give us pleasure, 
if we were not alone, would in solitude be- 


come insipid and wearisome. 
« Th Solitude 
What happiness? Who can enjoy alone, 
C Or all enjoying, what contentment find?“ 
It is not therefore because we could not 
subsist, or not without painful and continual 
exertions, that we love our fellow creatures, 
but because we are formed to love them; 
because our sentiments towards them, and 
theirs towards us, are the principal sources, 
he great springs of our felicity. It is true 
that the caprices and vices of those with 
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whom wie are connected, frequently sus- 

pend, impede, and restrain, our natural affec- 
tions; and sometimes change into aversion 
our strongest propensity towards friendship. 
Then these affections resemble affrighted 
birdez after a long and wavering flight, if 
they rest any where at last, it is without 
confidence, and every moment prepared 3 
fly off again. This suspieious disposition is 
frequently very excessive; and it is generally 
owing in a great measure to ourselves. i | 

mm judgiag of the actions of others; and 
especially of such actions as are evidently 
doubtful, we are too apt to suffer ourselves 
to be biassed by prejudice. Thus an under- 
standing, on other occasions just and pene- 
trating, may be deceived; and this error is 
the more fatal, as it is certainly unjust and 
N 2 
. faculties, 
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faculties, which he has assiduously cultivated, 
perceives instantancously in every adion hat 
motives would on such an occasion infallibly 
have influenced himself. He discovers some 
just causes for suspicion, but his impartial 
mind is in a state to decide, according to the 
stritest rules of equity, whether the fact 


may be considered in the most advantageous | 


light, or whether there be a strong founda- 
on for doubt; and he concludes with humi- 
 lity, that at the worst it may be one of those 
actions in which some evil is blended with 
the good. But those observers, who yield 
imperceptibly to a secret jealousy, or who 
prefer the reputation of penetration to that 
of charity, have not recourse to laudable 
motives, if they can without them explain 
the mystery with an air of plausibility, or 
vith the hope of pleaeing the multitude: 
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they confidently assert that auch motives bad 

no part in the action; and applauding them - 
selves for such an ingenious discovery, they 
raise it as a trophy to their pride; for pride 
generally gives rise to that false policy, which 
makes us judge so rigorously of the actions 


of others. I such be the weak ness of human 


nature, that we must one way or other de- 
viate from the point of perfection, it is in 


finitely more for our own comfort, and for \ 


chat of all around us, -thrat we should err | 
on the side of affection and benevolence. 


It is beiter to be exposed to the danger of 


deception, than to torment ourselves with 
subjects of suspicion, r, e ima- 


| ginary. 


Again: mech pomerccd! by some pas- 


sion which prevents us from cultivating dili- 
geathy these sweet affections, we suffer them 


- : 
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to be enfectled; till we render 8 
almost insensible to them: our self. love be- 
comes confined; it can no longer cherish 
even those sentiments which were the most 
calculated to gratify it. By thus neglecting, 
and leaving unexercised, our social and ge- 
nerous dispositions, we accustom ourselves 
by degrees to consider our fellow creatures 
as $0 many instruments from which we may, 
indeed, derive some advantage in the affairs 
of life; but we lose the idea of the pleasure 
which arises from the exercise of benevolent 
afkeions. Still more; we suffer to perish in 
our souls the sublime satisfaction of desiring 
the happiness of others, without any interest- 
ed view to our own: then we regard with 
indifference those who cannot render us any 
service, or contribute in dny manner to our 
amusement. Confined within” a” narrow 


sphere, 


— K K =, = get” 


sphere, we do not extend our social affec- 
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tions beyond a small number of friends: 
perhaps there may be some who, strictly 
speaking, cannot be eee eee 


their fellow. creatures. 


But even they who, en the 


faults of others, and partly through their 
own, are thus almost contracted within them- 


selves, would, with the most pleasing sur- 


prise, feel themselves animated by sentiments 
of affection towards all around them, could 


they be assured that they were all extimable 


| and amiable, and inspired with a Sincere and 
tender regard for them. 


This will be our ease in heaven. We 


+ Shall be secure of mecting, in each of the 
dlessed, with every disposition, every affec- 

ion, every sentiment, which we would wish 
to find in them, 
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We all have a natural desire to. be extcem- 
ed and beloved. The fact is incontestble- 
This is an admirable motive to induce us to 
exert all our faculties in the most advan· 
tageous manner; to unite ourselves to each 
other by the tenderest friendship; to per- 
form the noblesr actions. The wisdom and 
goodness of Go are displayed in this dis- 
position of our hearts. In this world, che 
various imperfections of human nature, both 
in ourselves and others, often prevent us 
from gratifying that noble desire. But the 
worst of men cannot entirely divest them- 
selves of regard for the approbation of their 
fellow creatures. That affection and esteem 
which, by means of certain qualities and 
actions, we may have lost witch some, we en- 
deavour to regain with others by different 
qualities and an altered condult; but in 


— 
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his imperfect state the success must be al 
ways uncertain. H 590199 8 | 
It will not be thus in heaven. All its in- 
habitants being really estimable, and ami- 
able, will be constantly esteetned and beloved. 
We shall no longer be deceived, with regard 
either io the proper objects of esteem and 
friendship; or to the best means of in- 
spiring them - with . same sentiments to- 
Wale eee 
Endued with the most excellent faculties, 
' far more sn5ceptible than we now are of 
moral pleasures; ; zealous imirators of Go, 
whom we shall then see continually face 
©. to face; we shall love all chose mnumer- 
able beings who will eternally surround his 
throne, with a warmth, a delicacy, . and a 
constaney, which we can but imperfectly 
conceive in this world. God loves us bet- 
Bio ter, 
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ter, infinitely better, than the most tender 
father loves his only son. His affection for 
us will animate our fraternal love: consider- 
ing all our fellow- creatures as his children, 
we shall feel for them chat peculiar regard 
with which we are naturally inspired for 
every object, considered by those who are 
dear to us as worthy of theirs. We halt 
love every intelligent being, for Gop, and 
in Gov. Every circumstance also will 
concur to promote our union and mutual 
Here it is quite otherwise: we frequently 
meet with jarring interests, misunderstand- 
ings, obscurities, and difficulties, in our 
affairs and claims; discussions on property, 
oppressive customs, tyrannical prejudices, 
and false notions; from whence arise fears, 
zuspicions, and disputes. Add to chese, the 
„ danger 


8 
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danger we incur of making an improper 
choice; and the difficulty of inspiring others 
with perfect confidence. There are also 
jealousies and wars between entire nations; 
the disadvantageous opinions, the enmities, 
which a trifle: suddenly produces, are fo- 
mented and increased through succeeding 
ages: in a word, innumerable events, both 
public and private, destroy mutual affection, 
or render it feeble; partial, and limited, 

However well disposed we may be, it is 
not possible for this sentiment to influence | 
our hearts in its full force and extent. 
Either from a deficiency of deserving ob- 
jets, or from various other accidental causes, 
it seldom happens, in the course of a long 
life, that we acquire more than two or three 
friends, towards whom we can indulge | it 


75 W some de- 


feſt, 
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fe, some - willing circumstance, restrains or 
interrupts it; and even in the happiest friend- 
ships, the impossibility of continually enjoy- 
ing the society of all the objects of our affec- 
tion, the necessity of separating from some 
in order to associate with others, render our 
tenderest connexions in this world sources of 
pain as well as of pleasure. Milo: 
In the matual tervices which. we render 
to each other, there are generally several 
imperfections: perhaps we defer them too 
long; we do not extend chem to the utmost; 
in conferring a favour we may fail to ob- 


; ; serve a proper delicacy, and give pain to the 


person obliged by our manner of bestowing 
a benefit ; where we have been great bene- 
factors, we are apt almost insensibly to assume 
an authority, which those who are the ob- 
jects of our Kindness feel, without venturing 

| p 0 to 
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to complain of it. On the other side, those 
who have received obligations, though really 
| equitable, and sincerely disposed to gratitude, 
are oſten deceived, wich regard to the true 
value of che favours bestowed: various sus- 
picions respecting the motive of the be- 
neſit, some triſſing error in the manner of 
conferring it, some inattention to that aubiiſe 
ettence which constitutes the gracious in word 
or action; or, finally, that ascendancy which 
the benefactor gains, and of which he some- 
times makes an improper use all these 
disturb and weaken.gratitude, a aud 
abate allaionc {ac e e ops 
How uncommon. is perſect ow as. 
tion here below! Besides various subjects 
for reciprocal distrust, what a trifle disquiets 
.... AA 

See Mrs. H. e 8 . poem 0 on Scmiibility. 
ERS, 
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us! And those almost imperceprible defedts, 
which occasion slight mortifications;” | few 
people are sufficiently unprejudiced to dis- 
cover clearly in themselves, or to bear with 
meekness and thankfulness to be told of 
them by others; and how few are there 
who ever eradicate them entirely! | i 
In conversation, and in our soclal recrea- 


rides many little difficulties arise, which 
greatly diminish the pleasure they might 
afford. Such are, the constraint often im- 
posed upon us; our uncertainty of what at- | 
tentions, or what subjects of discourse, would | X > 
de the most acceptable; the reserve, the in- 
difference, the ignorance of some; the ex- 
cessive vivacity and arrogance of others; 
amusements ill chosen, in which we neglect 
N offend some person, because a separate 
interest interposes; a failure in respect; 
88 markes 
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. marked preferences, which render some in- 
different, and raise jealousy and indigna- 
tion in the hearts of others; frequently an 
unpolite eagerness, which leads several per- 
Sons to speak at the same time, to interrupt 
each other, or to suffer no one to be heard 
but themselves. By these means the most 
interesting conversations , degenerate into 
broken sentences, without order, and with- 
out consisteney; or or change into tedious 80. 
liloquies, which reduce a man of taste to 
Solitary meditation in the midst of a large 
company: as few people have attained to 
chat perfect politeness which can give a long 
and uninterrupted attention to that which is 
disagrecable or uninteresting, notwithstand- 
ing the evident tendeney of this quality to 
Promote the real comfort of life. Hence 

are disgust, testlessness, aud impatience: | 


bonn . 2 These, 
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„These, and a thdusand griefs minute as these, 


_ * Corrode our comfort, and destroy our case. 


It would be an endless task to enumerate 


the various unpleasaut circumstances which 
intrude themselves into society, even amongst 
those who” have always the indination to 
render it agreeable, and tales to enable 
tem to do 50. an | 


| Thar all these inconveniencies will be ex- 
cluded from heaven, we shall be convinced; 


when we consider the difference of our fa- 
cultics; sentiments, and situation there. An 
unbounded confidence, united hearts, souls 
open to each other, eclesttal benevolence; 


an entire contempt for those vairi distinc- 


tions which flatter our conſined imaginations 


here below; a pure and ardent affection, and, 


in consequence of 9 an unearned en- 


* 


, a - | g 0 
- 
0 * 
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deavour to promote the happiness of our 


fellow creatures, by gratifying to the utmolt 
of our power their inclinations and tastes; 
inclinations well regulated and amiable, tastes 
cotrected and refined, and which, we shall 
discover distinctly at the first interview: It 
appears evident; to me, that with all these 


favourable circumstances, a real and reason- 


able politeness, that politeness which, pro- 


cceding from the heart where charity reigns, 


excludes all troublesome formalities, and | 
exerts the most obliging . attentions, [will 
universally prevail amongst such beings as 


the inhabitants of heaven must be dee 
to, be. 


Not ok an PEER of interests Gn | 
ham no place there, hut on the contrary, 


all our interests must necessarily be. united. 


If the objects which might be profitable ro 


us 2 
- 3, 
* 


us, were suſſieiently abundant to be cqually | 
useful to us all; or if they were of such a 
nature, that each of us might obtain the 
possession of them, without destroying or 
diminishing that of others; if every one, 
satisfied with his own- present pleasures, 
patiently waiting till his lawful exertions 
should procure greater for him, regarded 
those of others with no view but to congra- 
tulate them sincerely upon their enjoyment 5 
of them; in short, if the happiness of each 
individual, far from being prejudicial to 
others, augmented the felicity of all; and 
if every affection, concentered in the Su- 
preme Being, tended in conformity with 
his to promote that universal felicity, —it is 
evident that each particular interest, instead 
of opposing the general advantage, would | 
be closely connected with it; and that com- 
mon 
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— wake ny a in. 
disboluble bands. 
This will de our situation in bene 
here our mutual affection; strengthened by 
our progress in knowledge and virtue, ani- 
mated by the presence and by the love of 
God, encouraged by every thing around 
us, free from all impediments, and secure 
from all indifference, will be more ardent 


the most beloved friend. Amongst 80 many 
millions of associates in felicity,'we Shall not 
exclude one from this universal regard; yet 
the multiplicity of the objects of our friend- 
ship will not diminish its force. We may 


be convinced of this, as we have many ex. 
amples here below which in some measure 
PIGEC it to us. A father and mother who 


have 


and tender towards each individual of the 
blessd,. than that which we now feel for 5 2 
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have a F o a x 
| passes his life amidst à cirele of chosen 

friends, may afford us these examples. The 
parent loves his children, the friend his 
friends, without any individual depriving che 
rest of the zentiments due io them; they 
love them all siticerely and tenderly; they 
cannot a lose one of them without feeling a 
Severe pang. I do not say that they have 
an equal affection for them all; that is not 
necessary; and I am far from supposing that 

partiẽnlar friendships will be excluded from 
heaven. There, probably, as well as upon 
earth, will be those singular affinities, and 
favourable concurrences, which, unfted with 
true merit, form those friendships, 80 inti- 
mate, so precious, and $0 uncommon, the 
mere idea of which is evet sbothling to the 


soul. Will those E TT rhe most diligent 
. . exertions 
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exertions shall have established such an union 
upon earth, lose the fruit of all their cares 
in the ne | 1 and ee 
Surely. not. terne 


There l train, imm6ttal Friendship; coar, 
No more to part, to mingle tears no more! 
And, as the softening hand of time endears 

> The. Joys and sorrows of our infant years; 

b «« $9 there the soul, releas'd from human strife, 

« Smiles at the little cares and ills of life, 

Its lights and shades, its sunshine and its show'rs, 
ce © As at a dream ot 3 Te hours,”* 7 


The i intagination; ever active, ever in- 
quisitive, loves to anticipate futurity, and 
to form airy scenes of happiness, which, 
when they relate to this world alone, fre- 
quently fade and vanish away. But when 
we extend our views to the realms of ever. 


lasting er. we may safely ann our- 
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selves in contemplating the enchanting pros- 
pects, which, founded on faith, and illumi- 
nated by hope, will become brighter on a 
nearer approach, increasing more and more 
unto the perfe? day. We may anticipate 
the happiness we shall there derive from the 
rencwal of our earthly friendships; and such 
reflections will console the afflicted heart, 
When a fond parent weeps over a de- 
parted child, what consolation can the word 

afford? Let us suppose that child to be | 
the only ton of his mother, and that mother a 
desolate widow, in vain her friends attempt. 
to soothe her sorrows; they cannot awaken 
in her soul those transporting sensations 
which the fond caresses of her child conti- 
nually excited: sensations which only pa- 
rents feel. But when che looks beyond the 
| grave, 
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grave, hen she contemplates her once suf. 
feriug infant trausformed into an angel of 
ght, she submits with pious resignation to 
the will of her Heavenly Father; while she 
meditates with rapture on that period, when 
her soul, disengaged from the fetters of mor- 
talky, shall ascend to the throne of Go 
and be welcomed to those blissful regions 
by a glorious angel, once the innocent cause | 
of her tears, but thenceforth the sweet com- 
panion an IG 'of her cternal 
felicity! ! £4 * WTF: pe 
How lien is a son en of n 
tionate and virtuous father, at that early 
period of life, when, assalled by tempta- 
dong, and deceived by falke appearances, a 
prudent guardian js most requisite to guide 
his steps in safety through surrounding dan- 
gers. What must be the transport of such 
"818 a father, 


THE: LIFE. Tro COME.” us 


** 1 6 
ing into che regions of celestial peace, to 
receive the reward of a virtuous and holy 
life, and shall hear him acknowledge the 
advantages he had received from chose prin- 
ciples of piety, and those examples of vi- 
tue, by which his paternal care had esta- 
blished his heart in the right way, during the 
years of childhood; which had influenced 
his conduct to the last moment of his mor- | 
tal existence, had pointed out to him be 
| path of life, ind taught him to pass with re- | 
ligious courage through the * 0 the 
sbadow: of death! 
What must be the feelings of n pious 
pastor, when he shall meet those happy spi- 
rits, over whom he had watched in this life 
with parental care and tenderness; to wWhom 
Ke had displayed, in their most attractiye 
colours, 
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colours, the sacred doctrines of the gospel: 

the timid, whom he had inspired with con- 
fidence; the discontented, whom he had 
armed with patience; the despairing, whom 
he had soothed with hope; the ignorant, 
whom he had blessed- with instruction; the 
careless, whom he had awakened to watch- 
fulness; the proud, whom he had converted ö 
to humility. How will he rejoice to behold 
their felicity, and to hear them acknowledge 
their gratirude to him, while with religious 
joy he hall behold in himself the accom- 
pliſhment of that promise of scripture, «they 
4 that turn many to righteousness, shall 


shine as che stars for ever and ever.“ 
They whose precepts and example shall 
have extended beyond the short duration of 
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which they moved upon earth; whose wri-. 
tings: shall have defended the truths of re- 
ligion against the attacks of fake philosophy, 
and asserted the cause of pure morality in 
defiance of licentious sophistry; will offer 
continual praises to the Lon ub giveth: 
wisdom, who enabled them to employ their 
talents to his glory ; and whilst in heaven 
they rejoice. in the effects of their labours, 
with those glorified spirits who. have derived 
instruction from them upon carth, they will 
find confirmed this sacred truth, that tlie 
© fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
ee dom, and the top of it endureth for 
ever. n. | ee 8 
Perhaps some difference of opinion, some 
unfortunate misunderstanding, may separate 
on carth them who once were * at- 


/* CI 


* 
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tached to each other; circumstances, which 


cannot be explained, may weaken esteem, 
and interrupt friendship; but when all the 
mists of error shall vanish before the light of 


trath, and the man whose conduct had been 


unjustly blamed in this world; shall be ac- 
knowledged by his gracious Master as his 
good and faithful geruant, with what rapture 
will that friendship be renewed, which no 
doubts, no suspicion, can ever more disturb: ) 
while those whose tender artachment, found- | 
ed on mutual esteem, and confirmed by con ; 
tinual proofs of reciprocal affection, had re- 
maiued unshaken, even by that stroke of 
death which separated them for a time, will, 
when they shall meet in che heavenly man- 
sions, look forward to the everlasting enjoy- 
ment of those blessings which flow from the 
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all, from virtuous friendship. 2 They will 
fear no interruption to their felicity; for time, 
and all its attendant. cares and sorrows, will 
be swallowed up in eternity, and 22 
piness will be their everlasting inheritance: 

© 'That holy calm, that harmony of mind, 

Where r and peace immingle — 

Süch an union supposes an Abetohlage oft 
both sides of every virtue; a fervent piety 
and stedfast probity, an extent, 4 delicacy 
of benevolence, and of Social affections, 
which, without being able absolutely to con- 
quer defects and weaknesses, induce us mu- 
tually to endure and pardon them. The 
general effects of these dispositions aud sen- 
timents will continue for ever; and why not 
then this particular intimacy? Will not a 

connexion, founded on the same basis as our 


THOMSON, 1 |: eternal 


120. oN THE HAPPINESS OF 


eternal felieity, endure like that for ever and 
erer? This pleasing hope constitutes here 
below the most soothing, the most solid con · 
solation of those friends who are separated 
by death; it prevents this terrible enemy of 
all those who live without hope, and without 
God in the world, from depriving us, by the | 
very idea of his approach, of che transport · 
ing pleasures of friendship. We may believe 
chat this sweet hope will not deceive us; but 
that, like all the others which are founded 
upon the goodness of Gon, and upon what 
is most laudable in ourselves, and most wor- 
thy of his approbation, it will never be de- 
stroyed, until that which is perfed being come, 


that which i is in part shall be done away, and 
« Faith be lost in sight, and hope i in joy !”* 


The inequality of rank which we baue 
reason to believe will be established amongst 


I | +. Mrs. H. Mort“ Sacred Dramas. the 


ur LIFE, TO cw. 181 


the glorified spirits, will nat create; envy. or 
jealousy in gur purified souls. These odious 
pass ions arise only from a conflict of real or 
of imaginary interests, and from the abuse 
of a noble ambition, which is inseparable 
from an intelligent being. But a conflict of 
real interests will have no place in heaven; 
and imaginary opposition will, without doubt, 
be equally excluded from thence, for it pro- 
 ceeds. only from our errors. With regard 
to that ambition which is natural to us, that 
constant desire to exalt and improve our- 
selves, we ought to cherish and encourage 
it; but when, we direft that improperly, 


> It appears from several texts of zcripture, that à dif- 
ference of rank prevails amongst the angels. See Rom. 


viii. 38. Ephes. i. 21. Col. i. 46, And the same dif. 


ference between the blessed in heaven seems to be allu- 
ded to by our Savigur, Matth. xi. 114. XXV. 21, 23. Also, 
Luke xix. 17, 19. | &.. 45a N 

. I which 
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which is in itself 80 worthy of us, when we 
suffer ourselves to be governed by an ex- 
traragant and impetuous imagination, we 
persuade ourselves that the exaltation of 
another debases us, that his superior feli 
city diminishes our own; and, judging only 
by a foolish comparison, we imagine that 
to prevent others from equalling or excelling 
us, is to advance ourselves, and that our 


: happiness will be augmented, in proportion 
as theirs is diminished. | These false and 
cruel ideas will not enter into the IF of 
the blessed, all will be rectified there, and 
the noblest sentiments will prevail in their 
utmost purity and lustre. | 
it envy were not torally eradicated from 
our minds, An equality of rank amongst che 
inhabitants of heaven would not prevent it 
| ON exerting its baneful influence: even if 
| we 
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we were exalted far above all created be- 
ings, yet then the Creator himself would 
become the object of our envy, which, re- 
gardless of the height to which we. had 
already attained; would «till aspire to be 
supreme. VIBTROS ! »z1 010 
vet all his good provid ge 28914 
And wrought but malice; lifted up so high 
« I 'sdain'd subjection, and thought one step higher 
ag - Would et me © hikes * 


ner 


If in heaven we should be e to 
envy, our felicity there would be infinirely 
more precarious, and frequently more im- 
perfect, than that which we enjoy upon 
earth. The difference of degrees of dignity 
or pleasure here cannot be compared with 
that which we shall meet with there; or, in 
other words, the objects which we here re- 

n SET; 83 


9270 Ty 0 | 70 J * MILTON. ; garded a 
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garded as objects of envy, will then be far 
more numerous and considerable 

Tuber is generally in this world a balance 
of good and evil, which reduces our seve- 
ral lots almost to an equality. In heaven, 
on the contrary, there will probably be de- 
grees of rank infinitely varied, It is true 
that there will not be any real evils; but 
an enwious man would create as many ima- 
ginary ills as he should find beings superior 


to himstit, and imagipary; evils produce real 


5 misery z since then envy would necegrarily 


be productive of unlappiness, it must be 
excluded, from those peaceable realms, where 


daud Where concord and: mutual affection will 
be amongst the principal sources and sup - 
ports: af the amiversal-felicity; And there- 


r DIS oe wo, AO. 7 ; 
DOGTEY eln covetousness, 


Gan has fixed- this, throne of his glory, . 
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covetousness,” and all which are müde 
wich it, are so expressly, so strongly, anũ 
0 frequently pointed cut in the scriptures, 
as incotnpatible with that purity of heart 
which shall make us heirs af * * 
of heaven. TURED ehe 1 «> 

In the a PEAR Ade ue 
angels and gloriſied saints, every one en- | 
tively; free from these hateful sentiments, 
will be content with his lot; every one will 
rejoice in the superior felicity of others. 
It belongs only to the heavenly virtues of 
hearts, through all eternity, this admirable 
source of tranquillity and joy: we can form 
but a very imperfect idea of that treasurt 
of happiness, that amazing variety of plea- 
utes; with which this alone will enrich the 


mans ions of imtnortality. One of my fellow- 
— 0 creatures 
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creatures makes a discovery Which delights 
Him; J also enjoy it with him. Another, 
superior to us both, communicates to me 
some new augmentation of his grandeur and 
ſelicity; I participate in it: in the same man- 
ner: thus I in some measure appropriate to 
myself all the happiness-of heaven. 
An this world, either because our generous 
sentiments are far inferior to those which 
we shall then possess, because the felicity of 
others as well as our own is too much 
| blended: with sorrow to claim great congra- 
tulations, or that being too much occupied 
with our own affairs, and our own troubles, 
we can only receive slightly and transiently 
the agreeable impressions of an affectionate 
sympathy; — those pleasures which we de- 
rive merely from our knowledge of the 
pleasures of others, are seldom very lively 


| ö 
- a . 
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or very numerous. But these ohstacles 
will cease in heaven: our hearts, puriſied 
and tranquil, having no other ↄccupation 
than to indulge agrecable sentiments, will 
yield to them without reserve, and cach of 
us shall enjoy the happinęss of all. the rest. 
In this world chere are few to whom, we 
wish to display all the emotions of joy which 
ve experience. Frequently we fear that 
our frignds might find che subject frivolous, 
AU FARE, into it with a degree of coldness 
and indifference which would give us pain; 
and if the. person to whom, we wish to open 
our whole soul, is much less happy than 


lest, if he should compare our lot with his 
own, he might feel a secret mortification 


from the comparison. We may suspect that 


he is capable of some emotions of envy, 
| because 


« 
3 — — —— — — 
— 
” 
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because we feel 2/consciousness that we are 
40 ourselves But such doubts can have no 
Pace in heaven. After what 1 have said, 
—— ie PR would be 
| only repetition. * woche, , Wars 
The * en imagine 
that it is impossible for us to be perfectly 
happy, Whilst we ser others excel us in ta · 
lents, and surpass us in feliciry;” To recon 
cile this idea with the happiness of heaven, \ 
they suppose that, by an agreeable Ulusion, | 
every one will there persuade himself that 
he is ph and meer + dünn 


- che rest (n SIT" | 1 1000 OL 190 
* 9 


This phebecd⸗ from an ignorance, or at 
least a very imperfect knowledge, of the 
wonderful effects which are produced by 
chose two excellent virtüues, which shine 
forth with zuch lustre in che gospel,— u- 

HSB) , mility 
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— charity. Into what abeurd mis 
rakes do they fall respecting true happiness, 
when they attribute it to illusion and de- 
ceit! And what should we gain by this ridi- 
culous stratagemf We should destroy one 
of the most abundant Sources of ourcelestial 
| 0 Me 420i) noris: Nvug e 
. given 
me à soul; he offers me a feliciry which is 
sufficient to gratify it entirely. Shall 1 
counteract this felicity ? Shall I mingle bit- 
teruess with it, because I Know chat there 
are spirits susceptible of more extensive hap- 
piness? Far from complaining of this, I 
admire his goodness the more; I give him 
chanles with the greatest sincerity for the 
blessings which he has besrowed on others 
this: gratitude constitutes a part of the very 
small return which it is in my power to 
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make 10 him, for those he has bestowed on 
me. My thankfulness towards him, my be- 
nevolence and tender affeQion towards all 
the rest of the blessed, who love me per- 
haps even to à greater degree than I love 
them; are essential parts of my happiness. 
Shall I envy their glory or felicity, because 
it is superior to my own? Ah, rather, how 
should I rejoice to be able to exalt them 
ell higher! But 1 do enjoy chis divine 
pleasure; my sentiments augment their hap- 
piness. U exercise their sublimest faculticy ; 
that which inclines my heart towards them, 
animates and increases their affection for 
me; they exert their talents to please me; 
1 afford them the delighiful employment 
of endeavouring to become useful to me. p 
| Thus. they are indebted; to me for a part 
of chat joy which arises from being perfect 


Mae | in 
WP , * 1 
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in love; as I am indebted; to them for the 
gratitude and affection with which they in · 

0 spire me. dBm chi Sonn 72 
This is assuredly the light in which we 
shall consider these things in heaven, and 
such the sentiments which will prevail there. 
Ihen there will be no negessity for a con - 
currenee of circumstances to form this de- 
lightful union of hearts: at the firs meet- 
ing, at the first sight of an inhabitant of 
heaven, we shall feel a mutual attachment, 
and shall be one heart and one dpiri. 

| In the immense regions of immortality my | 
curiosity leads me to seek those who, are un. 
known to me; friends whom I have never 
ccd. arrive amongst them; immediately 


all press around me, and every one endea- 
vours to the utmost of his power to procure 
me pleasure. My satisfaction animates their 

Y 3 | zeal; | 
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2eal;/ and their generous and tender joy is 
the most delightful sourte of mine. I meet 
every where with innumerable multitudes, 
but never with an enemy. All from the 
bret moment wis to add to my happiness; 
it is their first idea, their prevailing! in- 
ination; their pred * it passion. They 
know that my heart is inspired with the same 
sentiments towards them; we give recipro« 
cal as$urances of affectionate attachment, nd 
enjoy che em hau of vas 
friendship ee ee fal 
Tbis sweet chnrimenc wil be e; 
augmenting; and what warmth, what deli- 
| caty;| what wise and benevolent attentions, 
vnn be displayed to inerease our mutual love, 
and to vary our mutual pleasures! One of 
the occupations to which we shall apply 


with the greatest ardour, will be to disco- 2 


2 
4 . 
+ ver 
- - ” 
* 
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ver, ard ura ie advantage; ede dg 
which can 0 and extend the happi - 
ness of eee 3001 lathe 4 hot 
In the pregent/i6tate of Gm it is not 
possible to conceive the degree of tranquil 
iy, content, and pleasure, which will ac- 
company that universal and reciprocal affec- 
tion; especially if we suppose it infinitely 
more animated, as well as more pure, than 
it could be in this world, even if all man- 
kind were perfectly virtuous; and we must 
imagine that it will be so, in consequence 
of the great superiority of our celestial dis- 
positions, of the additional motives which 
we hall then have, and of the many fa- 
vourable circumstances n we there 
meet with. 
Ik any one should doubt 2 these 
nn sentiments of fraternal love will 


prevail - 
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ene in heayen, and desire à confirmation 
of it from scripture, he may be easily $aris- 
fied. I shall not insist upon the proofs 
which reason alone affords, - All which I 
have said of our social dispositions, of our na- 
tural affections, and of the principal sources 
of our pleasures, offer these proofs at first 
sight to every attentive person; but let us 
consider what light revelation. affords: to 
confirm our conjectures on this interesting \ 
subject. | . 
« After this I beheld, and lo! a 5 | 
6b? multitude, which no man. could number, 
« of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
e and tongues, stood before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed with. white 
os robes, and palms in their hands. They 
* are before the throne of God, and serve 
« him day asd night in his is temple; and he 

5 that 
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<< that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them.“ “ Le are come unto 
mount Sion, and unto the city of the : 
« living Gop, the heavenly Jerusalem; and 
* to an innumerable company of angels, to 
„ the general assembly and church of the 
* first-born which are written in heaven, 
and to Gop the judge of all, and to the 
ee spirits of just men made perfect, and to 
<« Jesus the mediator of the new covenant.” 
If it be alleged that these passages do 
not absolutely express the mutual affection 
of the blessed, yet they certainly imply it; 
and even without admitting these as proofs, 
we shall still find as many as are necessary. 
St. Paul, in the epistle to the Ephesians, 
strongly expresses this spiritual union, by a 


\ 


* Rev. vii. 9, 15. _ » Heb, xii, 22, 23, 24. 
ö | metaphorical 
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metaphorical allusion to an edifice, firmly 
founded, and elegantly constructed. Now 
| © therefore ye are no more etrangers and 
foreigners, but fellow- citizens with the 
« gaints, and of the housbold of Gop; and 
„are built upon the foundation of the 
* apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him- 
« gelf being the chief corner stone; in whom 
& all the building, fitly framed together, 
„ groweth into an holy temple in the Lord: 
in whom ye also are builded together 
e fbr an habitation of God, ee he 
| « Spirit. In the epistle to the Colossians, 
ke says, Above all put on charity, which 
is the bond of perfectness. And let the 
peace of Gon rule in your hearts, to the 
_# which; also ye are called in one bod. 


* Ephes. ii. 19, 22. d Col. iii. 14, 15. 
, St. 
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St. John says, „ He that loveth not, know- 
eth not Gon, for Gop is loveg and die 
< that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in Gon, 
% and God in him.“ And St. Paul's ad- 
mirable description of that charity which 
<< never: faileth,””” comprehends all the sen- 
timents which: I-have particularized. So- X 
W e may then conclude, that che social 
pleasures which we shall enjoy in heaven, 
will be uninterrupted and perfect; not pro? 
ducing that immoderate and impetuoug joy 
which sometimes accompanies them here, 
and which is mort frequently the effet of 
thoughtless levity, than the expression df 
real satisfaction; for true content is tranquil; 
and the most heartfelt pleasure serious br 


— — — 


our "Joy" is-dulges will be — We 
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animated by the tnost delightful transports. 
Nb tumult, uo confusion, none of that tur- 
bulent mirth which exhausts the spirits of 
those ho feel it, and embarrasses and wea- 
tries those who feel! it not; but an universal 
reaniquilliry, a moet 5ariefation; a joy, lively, 
pet calm; pleaturts sensible aud animated, 
but pure, and always accompanied with 
that amiable cireumspection Which a tender 
friendship inspires; sentiments exquisite and 
mexpressible, yet mild and peaceable; sen. 
timents which will impel us; not to intro- 
duce discord amidst the universal harmony 
bf hearts, but to improve that harmony 
more and more, and to raise: it to a degree 
af perfection, inſinitely above the most en · 
chanting image which the brightest imagina - 
tion can trace. For we shall not love i in 
** word, neither i in tongue, buy in deed and 
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« in truth,” © We shall have fellowship | 
* one with another, and our fellowship will 
be with the Father, and with his son jesus 


« Christ.“ ER ka 
. 4 . 
* x John iii. 18. d x John i. 3, 7. 
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Lr us now consider some of the celestial 
pleasures which we shall derive more imme- 


diately from our own reflections, and from 
some other circumstances which I have not 
yet had an opportunity of mentioning, and 
which will EINE add to our 3 in 


| n is a kind of Se U che 


past when we feel, or -foresce- as certain, 


effects 


A 5 
* 1651 s 
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effects of a distant cause, which no longer 
exists, this gives in some measure A NEW ex- 
istence to that cause, and places i it again be- 
fore us. When this relates to an action 
which we hay performed, and which it was 
in our own power to have avoided, the idea 
or recollection of that action is a present 
source of pleasing or of painful sentiments, 

according to the consequences of that con- 4 
duct which we recal to our remembrance, 
No situation can be more dreadful, man a 
luntatily directed our steps for u long time, 
and into wflich we have at length plunged 
ourselves. Whatever may be the torment 
Which we endure, our greatest zufferibg 
consists in the reproaches of our conscience. 
In the same manner, wWhen we have attained 

to degree of . by attentions/and 


_*Dotty - exertions 
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exortions full of cireumspoction, prudence; 
aud assiduity, some of our most dgrerable 
refleftions arise from self. approbationz ang 
we enjoy. our felicity in proportion to the 
dangers we have avoided, and the difficulties 
we have surmoumed - Ott ob Amore 5 
Such is our sensibility to what is proper 
and reasonable, that, independently of the 
SUCCESS of our actions, we feel pleasure or 
sorrow according to the conduct we have 
pursued.”/ If we have done what ought na- 
turally to bring upon us great misfortunes, 
as the loss of reputation, fortune, or health; 


and if, contrary to the common course of 
things, these misfortunes have not befallen 
us, yet there still remains a severe punish- 
ment in our on breast; we are sccretly 
| a$hamed of the esteem which the world ex- 
of. et N 91d 4 ro 
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presses for us, we cannot help inwardly con- 
fessing that we have not deserved it; our 
possessions appear to us to be in some mea- 
dure unjustiy acquired; our health a blessing 
which we ought not to enjoy: at least we 
certainly do not experience the comfort and 
cee which we should feel without 
these humiliating reflections. And if, in- 
stead of losing any ching, though we de- 
served to be deprived of all, we have, on 
the contrary, obtained rewards which were 
due only to; qualities of which we have been 
entirely destitute, or to efforts which we 
have not exerted, we then profit with regret 
from ttie ignorance of our superiors, who, 
by exalting us, have perhaps been guilty 
of injustice towards a more worthy object. 
That reward, however great it may be, can 
afford us only inconsiderable pleasure, in 
1 | comparison 
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it nee nolncois; EE oi 
On the contrary, mache is PH power. a 
n of sell · approbation, that it alle- 


to say with truth, This is not my fault; 
5 I have acted with all possible prudence to 


avoid this misfortune; I have not de- 


e parted from my integrity; this disarms 


our sorrows of their sting, and almost con- 


the pleasure of self-esteem and approbation, 


that when our misfortunes are the effects of 


our virtues, which sometimes happens amidst 
the disorders of the present world, then 


they change their nature, and cease to be 


evils. Ate we poor? Perhaps it is because 


we have restored to the right owners, though 


not compelled to it by the law, that wealth 


which | 


viates che greatest calamities. To be able 


«Sd - —— od 


thousands of gold and. silver 
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pine and extortion; - our | poverty then be- 
comes à treasure, of more —_ & than 


If in the 
cause of religion or mene lose 
friends or reputation, yet, if our heart 


4 condemn! us not, and we have confidence 


towards Gop,“ we may console ourselves 


for the loss of esteem and regard, with the 
 voothing refleRtions arising from a good con- 


Science; trusting that He to whom all hearts 
are open, will in a future world, when che 
mists of error shall be dispelled, bring forth 
our '* righteousness as the light, and our 
just dealing as the noon-day.”* _w_ 

With what pleasure shall we reflect in 


So Heaven v4 e various temptations we 


Ne . * John iii. 7. e Pen XXVII. 6. 
itt 5 shall 
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shall have resisted, and the nanierons evils 
we shall have endured, in pursuing ith 


fortitude and perseverance the path tending 
towards that felicity, to which we shall at 
length have attained. Thus delightfully 
shall we enjoy the past; and, all evil having 
ceased, GD shall wipe aways all tears 
«from our eyes. We shall possess, with- 
out any abatement, the fruit of our cares 


and exertions; and that approbation of our 


own conscience, which on earth had seldom 
been greater chan to afford us consolation in 
our calamities, shall become in heaven a 
pure and sensible pleasure: a pleasure which 
reason will no longer oppose, nor humllity 
condemu; for we are there no longer to 
Cork out our own salvatien with fear and 
« trembling, but to obey the call of out 


er, i.. .. glorified 
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glorified Master: Come, ye blessed of my 
* Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you, from the foundation of the world. 
More imprest with the beauty of virtue 
than we were, or could be, here below, 
we shall not only rejoice in our self. appro- 
bation, with regard to the past, but we 
hall anticipate this celestial pleasure in an 
everlasting futurity; for we shall be assured 
of preserving it inviolate, and of augment- 
ing it continually, through eternal ages, 
Upon earth, alas! we feel this pleasure but 
| very imperfectly. One day distinguished by | 
some great victory over our on heart, one 
day on which we can reflect with self. appro- 
dation, is a truly valuable day, and may 
almost be compared to those which we shall 
pass in heaven. But through our negli- 
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rnceand weakness, liese days seldomarrivez 


and even hen they do; our joy is abated 
by some melancholy recollection of the part: 
and by the fear which/ir-oceavions; that the 
following day may resemble those numerous 
preceding oues, which have been stained with 
sin. We can, therefore, form but à faint 


idea of that transportiug felicity which will 


proceed from the constant self-approbation 


which we shall enjoy in that illustrious assem- 


bly of saints, here our most ardent desire 
will be to advance from glory to glory, 
< unto the measure of the staturt of the 
c fulness of Christ.?“ one of 
This boundless prospect of happiness will 
be enjoyed in perfect security. 
sent state, the idea of our mortality, and of 
our beben ee to 1 paints — 


rn 4 Erbes iv. 13. accom- 


In our pro- 


| 
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accompanies us. We are schsible, every 
of lite; and chat however happily we may 
escape from the dangers which hover con- 
time we must necessarily become a prey to 
decay and death. Our occnpations, both 
of business and pleasure, frequently lead us 
- into-perils; while terror and anxicty diminish 
our enjoytnents, and intrude into almost 
every creumgtanre of life. i 
In heaben we ee els 
the wars of clements, or-to those more ter- 
rible-revolutions which arise from the pas- 
dots of) munkibd; and bring in their train 
misbries and destruction; miseries more for- 
midable, and destruction more frequent, dn 
. ee LON ferocious 

199557, | 91 * animals, | 
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storms. 
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« Fate, tdi thunder, fire, PRIDE 
„ That ruius, tortures; or distracts mankind, /- 
« And makes the happy wretched in an hour, 
One you not with woes vo terrible bs 
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be Present state of "Hig $3. renders it 
ape even with the greatest aer 10 


rr 


neral 80 indiscreet and inconsiderare, a as not 
to reflec what evil their conduct may bring 
upon. others, . Is; ir c urprising t then, that, even 
withour enmity, we are continually crossing 
and claghing v with each, other, and | that, our 


0791 


negligence occasions various evils, which a 


, 


small — of prudence. would have pre 
þ —_ 
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Without misfortune; what calamities! , - |: 111, 
« And what hostilities, without a foe! 2 

«« Nor are foes wanting to the best on earth. = 
. But endless is the list of human ils, -- 
. than cause to sigh. 


But even in this life misfortunes would | 
be much less frequent, if mankind were 
united by that bond of mutual affection, 
which our Saviour carnestly recommends t . 
his disciples as their peculiar distinction 

2 By this shall all men know chat ye 2 


g. inen 04 1K: * 
N ixciples, if ye have love « one to an. 

* a 4 
t other.” ”% Such misfortunes « cannot ere 
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fore have place i in an abode where the tu- 
mute both of the natural and moral [world 
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We cannot, perhaps, in this life, form 
an adequate idea of the pleasure arising from 
perfect security. It is impossible to enjoy 
such a state on earth, and therefore we can- 
not acquire a just idea of the satisfaction and 
joy which must aceompany the assurance of 
an absolute exemption from all danger. We 
are so far from being able to acquire perfect 
tranquillity in this world, that, on the con- 
trary, the moment we reflect on that which 
we do experience, it appears so ill founded, 
that we immediately lose it, and can recover ö 
it ouly by ceasing to reflect. I am in health 
to- day, but am I certain that 1 shall be 80 
to- morrow? The friend whose society is 
now so delightful to me, in a few days per- 
haps may be snatched from me by death. 
In short, if we were to meditate on all the 

112 L ; moment, 
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moment; upon what basis 3 
our tranquillity? It is true, that many per- 
sons live without fear, even when thry are 
round them; and this is frequently à real 
advantage; an advantage, which, if we did 
not all possess in some degree, our mortal 
life would be a state of constant suffering; 
aui ĩt is probably for this reason, chat the 
Creator has concealed fururity from our view. 
But the most fearless do not, neither can 
they, enjoy that rational tranquillity which 
proceeds from the conviction of being in a 
State af security which nothing can alter; 
bocause such a state is — wh 
this od des | 
It — Ioe, wee with Land. 
dence: to a perfect and cternal state, that we 
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can Abgire real tranquillity Here below 
Norwithgtanding our unraral repaguance-to 
pain, and every Rad of adverziry, stuh is 
the force of religion, that by her powerful 
influence, we may conquer that repugnaute; 
whenever it would imerfere witll our duty; 
and we shall not only prove our religious 
courage when we art called forth to active 
exertions, but we shall possess the more dif: 
fieult virtue of pasiive fortitude; which wil 
induce us to submit with patience und resig- 
nation to every apparent misſortung, and 
even to rejoice in it. Then only ran we en- 
joy a tranquillity in some measure resembling 
the felicity of heaven, When, casting all 
our care“ upon Providence, in the full 
assurance that © He careth for us, we 
build our confidence on this incontestible 
eee 
1104 2 1 Pet. v. 7 principle, 
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fortunes to befal a virtuous man, it is only 

as the mens of increazing his future happi- 
ness because that, according to the admi- 
rahle arrangements of his wisdom and good. 
. all things shall work together for 

good to them that love Goo. / 
la heaven, where pain and sorrow ach 
be no more, and , death shall be swallowed 
*. up in victory, we shall feel a sweet se- 
curity that every danger is past, and that e 


ahall enjoy for ever hose pleasures which = 


are at the tight hand of Fe treasures 
immortal and immutable, eternal in the 
«heavens, where neither moth nor rust doth 
N corrupt, and where thieves do not break 

| © through nor steal... P 168} eee 


"71, - vs } 
2 I Cor. xv. 34. Matth. vi. 20. 
| 3 


210 tte : 


THE LIFE To *cOME, 157 


This perfect security is sc tieces##yto'otr | 
felicity, that without it the greatest blessings 
would become in some measure the sdùrce 
of misery; and even the more deserving they 
were of our attachment; the more affliftive 
would be the evil resulting from the posible 
privation of then, + 7 % iu bd 

In the world to come our desires will tot 
exceed their proper limits; and the assurance 
chat they shall be gratiftied will render them 
agreeable sentiments, utiallayed' by tlie fear 
of disappointment, which always actotiipa- 
nies them here, and which produces a Je 
gree of impatience; but if we could Eradi. 
cate this fear, obtain an entire command 
over ourselves, and consider seventy years 
as an almost imperceptible portion of "tir | 
duration, impatience then would erase; and 


| * , . K. i _ * 
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There our desires, being always bounded 
by, xcason and virtue, will be always grati - 
fed: our ſove of pleasure will never be at 
variance with our $enge of duty. Without 
doubt one of our principal employment 
will be, to inform and improve ourselyes 
mare and more, and to embrace every op- 
portunity of informing, improving, and ren- 
dering more happy, those of our fellow- 
citigent in the bowhold of Gan, whoj may 
not haue made 80 great a progress as our- 
useful. We shall joyfally.sacrifice our o. 
8 particular gratifications te gur social and 
generqus-gentiments, whenever eircumstances 
e AE; and this will greatly 
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| heighten the pleasure which we shall derive 

Labour will be no longer necessary to 
procure us conveniencies and comforts. We 
shall neither toil nor 5pin; for we shall dwell | 
in „ a city whose builder and maker is 
„ Gonz'“ we chall be clothed in that fine 
« linen which is the righteousaness of zaintsʒ 
and we shall cat of those fruits, aud 
drink of © that water of life,” which shall 
be *in the midat of the new Jerusalem. 
culated to promote our felieity; but an at- 
tempt 10 particularize them would be absurd, 
since we are not suſſiciemtly acquainted: wich 
the nature of our celestial sensations, the 
degree of our faculties, or the species of 
objects Which we shall meet with in heaven. 


160 ow THE HAPPINESS: or 

There are in nature innumerable mysteries 

which are impenetrable to mortal eyes, an 

infinity of wonderful connexions which our 
eee 


We may bene eee 
e eee glories of our heavenly 
abode: which will doubtless afford an-cver- 
lasting subject for admiration. St. John has 
giren us, in the Revelations, a sublime idea 
of the! magnificenee of that habitation, which 
will be, as he expresses —— 
4 of Go with men. The building of the 
pure gold, like unto clear glass; and the 
foundations of che wall of the city were 
« garnished with all manner of precious 
. an mee the earth do 
W | 7 5; 2" "Ahoing 


TRR LIFE ro *COME.” 461 


9 bring! their: glory and honour” into it. 
There shall be no night there; and they 
shall bring the glory and honour of the 
© nations into it.“ This figurative descrip- 
tion conveys to us, by metaphors adapted to 
our present conceptions, the most lofty ideas 
of the grandeur of that holy city, which shall 
be filled with the glory of G ͤ . 
The noblest and most delightful of all our 
occupations will be, to praise and adore that 
gracious Being, who is the author and giver 
of every blessing. The angels and saints in 
heaven are represented-to us as continually 
worshipping God, and ascribing unto Him 
. glory, and honour,” and power“ To 
some this perpetual adoration may appear 
wearisome; but how little do they under - 
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stand those exquisite sentiments which arise 
_eity we enjoy, and an uninterrupted con- 
templation of that divine Benefactor from 
of gratitude and love will fill our hearts, 
when we shall behold Him, who, having 
guided us with his * counscl' through the 
paths of time, has afterwards. received us 
to glory in the mansions of eternity: 
having given us, „ who were dead in tres- 
< passes and gins,* his: only begotten Son, 
F hat whosdoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.“ 
I shall not enlarge further on the nature 
of our celestial felicity, but conclude with a 


i 
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which are calculated to gratify in '@ high 
degree the desires of -2 rational mind; for 
and charity, and those which arise from 30 
| brude and retirement; interesting aud im- 
proving conversation, or serious and sublime 
meditation; whilst nature appears in her 
loveliest aspect, all around is serenity and 
beauty, and all within tranquillity and peace. 
Could these scenes be supposed secure and 


crmanent we might look forward with bs; 


satisfaction to the eternal duration of : this 
World; and, if we had no idea of a better, 
we might consider auch a statt as 2 paradise; 
but after a few ages should have passed away, 
the itamortal soul, wearied by continual re- 
petition, would become animated by: nom 
genres which e could only ſind their full gra · 

| tification 
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tiſication in those celestial regions, where the 
least of our pleasures will surpass the most 
interesting earthly joy; where rranquilliry 
Will de accompanied” by an endless pro- 
gress;” and" the assurance of success in our 
studies; here we muy expect varied and 
increasing enjoyments; and where,” conse- 
quently, eternity, far from introducing dis- 
gust and languor, will add to our glory and 
feliciry a more ies and more exquisite 
delight. 2 F r S257 hae 

The ancient Wade writers, and: parti- 
clularly the poets, have left us descriptions 
of their Elysian fields, and of the golden 
age. In the latter, simplicity of manners, 
innocence, peace, freedom from fatigulng 
occupations,” a Soil naturally fertile, and gea- 
charts of the 6 In the Elysian 
don Ri | Cd, fields, 


'F 
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fields, the same images heightened and im- 
proved, an exemption from the humiliating 
neceszities of our mortal state, some pleas 
sures adapted to our nature, represent to us 
another golden age, but in some measure re- 
fined. ./ These fictious, though extremely 
defective, interest the most insensible hearts. 
If we purify them from the mean, the gross, 
and the imperfect, which must necessarily 
accompany, the description of objects, 100 
nearly resembling , those with which we are 
acquainted upon earth; and if ve add to 
them v3 various advantages which the beathens 
either could not imagine, or, could not re- 
present in all cheir extent and lustre, for want, 
of ideas, sufficiently sublime, of the Divinity, 
and his designs,—these descriptions may per: 
haps be regarded as faint, beg the 
celential felicity i in its Cc 
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og the garden of Eden, and the state in 
which we suppose mankind would have been, 
if neither our first parents, nor their poste- 
ruy, had sinned, presents a very engaging 
image; yet this cannot give an Fs 
idea of our future paradise: 9401 IL $1. 
e pier ple 
Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 
Man here Below; eben in a state öf ino 
cetice; aul with the approbation of the Best 
High, could be only in the infancy of his | 
dignity and happitiess. "Though innocent, 
ke world still be but man; the carth would 
be büt a garden; though we should not be 
subgedd to death, we covld not in this world 


enjoy inimortality to that degree of which 
our thre would be capable. To confine 
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immortals in a world like this, would not be 
consistent with that unbounded love which 
the Almighty tesrifies towards his creatures: 
to enjoy 3 glorious and blissful immortality; 
we must have been transported to some supe- 
rior abode, or our present habitation must 
have been considerably improved, in order 
to be suitable to the purified nature of its 
inhabitants, when they were Beeten b 

| unto the angels, Wehe 
But the pleasures of our celestial paradisc 
will not consist in a limited felicity, à small 
portion of joy, particles of happiness, (if 
I may be allowed the expression) of Which 

| we might form almost an adequate idea; but 
in an unbounded joy, surrounding us en 
every side; in à vast, an immense felidy," | 

arising from pleasures innumerable and un 
limited; in the eternal. emanations of the 


power 
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power and goodness of the infinite Author 
of all, and in the unsearchable riches of 
Christ; our dwelling will be with Gop 
in boundless realms of bliss, and our society, 
with ionumerable multitudes of intelligent 
beings, continually adyancing, as well as 
ourselves, in wisdom, glory, and happiness. 
With such hopes, and such prospects, we | 
may not only run with patience the race 
« which is set before us,” but we may go 
on our Way rejoicing:“ looking unto \ 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faz 
<« who, for the joy that was set before him, 
</endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne 
« of Gop.+.,.* Angels, principalities, and 
e powers, being made subject unto; him. 
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To 


Essay more complete, I 


sball collect into one point of view, the 


principal objects of that glorious prospect 


which eternity opens before us, as a recapi 


tulation and summary of my preceding ob- 


servations and reflections; and if any of them 


have in the smallest degree engaged the at- 
tention of the reader, when only separately 
Adered 


1 hope, that when thus united, 


and 


# 
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. . and reflecting on each other a more glorious 
Iustre, they will produce à greater effect, 
and make a more forcible and more ing 
impression. | 

In heaven, our ended bodies will be no 
longer subject to infirmity or decay: all po- 
sitive evil will cease. Our faculties being 
perfected to a degree of which we can at 
present form no idea, will convey to the soul 
an endless variety of delightful emotions. In 


the enjoyment of eternal youth and hcakh, 
endued perhaps with modes of percepsion at 
present as incomprchensible to us ad are 
the pleasures of vision to a man born blind, 
our senses will no longer be at variance with 
our reason: the corruptible body will no 
more press down the soul, but will be the 
instrument of its happiness. We shall en- 
joy 3 acquiring and possessing 
| 85 8... | * knowledge, | 
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kndwiodye; unallayed by any of those in- 
conveniences which accompany them on 
earth. Our faculties, talents, and assistan- 
ces, will always be equal to the studies in 
| which we shall employ them: a"firm con 
fidence of success in our enquiries and re- 
Searches will make them s0 easy to us, that 
they will be productive of pleasure, unmixed 
with the slightest degree of fatigue; and be- 
ing secure of an eternal duration, we shall 
not fear any impediment to our advance- 
ment in those sublime attainments, which 
will be the objects of u ee in che 
| ———— "T3 irn 
The Supreme Being will re be the 
principal object of out meditations. ' Here 
we see him but darkly; there we shall be- 
hold him face 10 face. The attributes of 
Gov, the wonders of creation, the conduct 
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of Providence, the great design of the Most 
High, and all those beautiful, sublime, and 
infinitely diversified objects, in the contem- 
plation of which we feel every moment the 
weakness of our carthly faculties, will be 
displayed before us in all their lustre. 
At the sight of that immense store of 
pleasures, of which God will have given us 
possession, our boundless admiration will be 
accompanied with the sweetest emotions of | 
gratitude and love. By the recollection of 
che past, those evils, which can exist uo 
longer but in our memory, will be admirably 
instrumental in enhancing the value of our 
happiness, and procuring us a more exquisite 
enjoyment of it. During this delightful re- 
trospect, we shall look up to that Being, 
who is the author and finisher of aur faith, 


with. transports of gratitude, and love, of 
1 8 which | 
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' which our most ardetir senzations of e 
earth can give us-butia-faint idea. 

From reflecting on the past, we hal ua 
turally proceed to meditate on the future, 
and to enjoy the delightful antieipation of 
 those degrees of glory and felicity which wẽ 
shall not at first possess. Admitted into the 
presence of Gop, honoured by his appro- 
bation, we shall see in Him, and in every 
ching around us, the great system of univer- 
sal felicity: a felicity for ever extending, 
and for ever increasing. Gon, who knows | 
exercise our noblest virtues, in all their va- 
riety, delicacy, and ardour. Happy in our- 
selves, and in the felicity of myriads of our 
fellow creatures, exulting in the prospect of 
an eternal augmentation of excellence and 
nn we shall enjoy these inestimable 
blessings 


£4 — 
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timent, which it is impossible to feel in this 
imperfect state, ur ne 20039097; n 
2 qhall be secure of — each of 
— — gratify eee 
ings, and our natural desire to love and to 
de beloved. Strengthened by our progress 5 
in knowledge, in virtue, and in amiable sen- 
timents; animated by the presence of our 
Heavenly Father ; free from all impediments; 
secure from all indifference ; our affection 
ſor each individual of the blessed will be 
more ardent and tender than that which we 
now feel for the most beloved friend: while 
we have the greatest reason to hope, that 


on earth, if the object of it be really de- 


ry 2 * with 
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augmented ardour, and be enjoyed for ever. 
No envy, no jealousy, can ever disturb our 
Social happiness. Every one will be con- 
rented with his own lot, every one will sin 
cerely rejoice in the superior exaltation of 
others; and thus we shall in some measure 
appropriate to ourselves all the happiness of 
heaven. At the first sight' of a glorified | 
pirit, we shall feel a reciprocal attachment 
and shall for ever men 
mutual love. | Tr 4 

When we shall reflect on the numerous 
temptations we have overcome, and the va- 
rious afflictions we have endured,” in our 
progress towards that felicity to which we 
| have at length attained, we shall enjoy the 
approbation of our own conscience: and 
that approbation, which on earth had seldom 
been more than a consolation in adversity, 
„* will 
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will become in heaven a pure and delightful 
pleasure;—a pleasure which we shall antici- 
pate in an everlasting futurity ; for we shall 
be secure of preserving it inviolate, and of 
augmenting it continually, by the constant 

exercise of virt e.. Ho - 
All chese blessings will be accompanied 
with the certainty that they are ours for 
ever. In heaven, where pain and sorrow 
ball be no more, and death shall be swallowed. 
up in victory, we chall feel a sweet security 
that every danger is past; while futurity pre- 
sents an endless perspective, a boundless ſield 
for the exercise of the noblest virtues, and 
wr met of ms 
Such are inen benen ay 
future state. I flatter myself that I have not 
offered, under the sanction of the gospel, 
| * 
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any propositions which are not either abzo- 
lutely asserted, or clearly implied, in the 
sacred writings; and with regard to my con- 
hazard such only as, founded on the attri- 
butes of God, on the nature of things in 
general, and on the constitution and situa- 
tion of the human race in particular, ap- 
pear to be extremely probable. If I am 
mistaken in any of these ideas, yet I cannot 
err in recommending the encouragement of 
dhose sentiments which they tend -to-excites 

and the practice of those duties which 800 
are calculated to enforce. 7 * 
Our life in this world is only a — 
tion for the next; a state of trial, and of 
discipline; in which we ought, not only to 
avoid as much as possible every action which 
is displeasing to God, but also to acquire 
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virtuous habits, and a taste for every thing 

- which is rational, amiable, and worthy of a 
unto the angels. By this principle we may 
try the value of all our pursuits, of all our 
pleasures; If our intellectual and moral 
improvements in this world tend to the 
perfecting our felicity in that which is to 
come, it necessarily follows, that our most 
important business is to enlighten our un- 
derxstanding, and to improve our heart; 
which may be as effcQually accomplished by 
the ative member of society, as by the se- 
dentary recluse. Religion does not oblige 
us to renounce the common occupations, or 
the innocent pleasures of life. A proper 
attention to the fortner is often a great and 
important duty; and the latter are the flow- 
ers, which Providence has scattered. in the 
tore 5 | narrow, | 
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narrow, and often thorny, path of virtue. 
But let not the cares of this life engage our 
whole attention; let not pleasure be consiĩ- 
dered as our business. In a state which I 
| have already called the infancy of our ex 
istence, our Heavenly Father acts like a kind 
and tender parent; indulging us in every 
pleasure which is not contrary to our more 
important interests, but at the same time 
leading us to pursue such as will form our 

minds to happiness and virtue. 
The father, who consults the real * 
of his child, will cultivate his taste, his un- 
derstanding, his virtuous affections, at the 
moment when he appears only solicitous to 
amuse him. The sports of infaney must not 
be cruel; they must not be such as feed the 
selfish passions, and counteract the great ends 
of education. Instruction may be united 
| | IC =: 
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with pleasure, and reason may gain strength 
while fancy is amused. The tender guar- 
dian will never lose sight of the permanent 


advantage of his pupil; the child must re- 


member that he is born to be a man. 
Such is our situation on earth; and this 
comparison may give us a faint idea of the 
gracious desigus of our Heavenly Father. 
Since the bountiful hand of Providence has 
bestowed on us innumerable blessings, and 
placed us in the midst of objects calculated 
as far as is consistent with those great designs 
which regard our eternal felicity, we cannot 
surely render ourselves unacceptable to Him, 
' when we enjoy with gratitude the gifts he 
has vouchsafed to offer us, or exult in the 
pleas ing consequences of those virtues, which, 
i197 : form. 
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form. Let the rich and prosperous rejoice 
in the blessings which Gon bas given them; 
the wealth which is spent in relieving dis- 
tress, in encouraging science and virtue, or 
in promoting the innocent pleasures of so- 
ciety, and affording to à fellow. creature one 
agreeable hour, will not be lost. When - 
ever we contribute to the happiness of others, 
we cultivate sentiments which to all eternity 
will form a part of our own. Let philoso- 
phy extend its researches, let genius indulge 
the enthusiasm of a warm imagination; all 
that is beautiful, all that is sublime, in the 
productions of art, or the works of nature, 
all contribute to raise the mind to Him from 


whom they immediately or ultimately pro- 
ceed, and to fix the attention on those more 
glorious scenes, where alone real perfection 
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And ye, whose hearts are formed to feel 
che sweet emotions of friendship and benevo- 
lence; to you I address myself with peculiar 
satisfaction. Let not the cold maxims of 
unfeeling scepticism check your enjoyment 
of pleasures in which angels share. The 
example, che positive command, of the great 
Author of our salvation, calls us to love one 
another. The charities of father, son, and 
cc brother, the > tender ties'of A 
the warm philanthropy, * which scarce col- 
2M lective man can fill,” all are the glorious 
fruits of that religion of which the divtin- 
guishing characteristic is charity. Fear not 
the sorrows which, i in this state of trial, will 
be blended with the highest transports which 
| the human mind is capable of feeling. The 
object of your tenderest attachment may be 


Mir rox. 9 Vanity of Human Wishes. | 
WF .* _ doomed 
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doomed to suffer; may be removed from you 
by death; even the Saviour of che world 
wept for his Lazarus, and all his disciples 
must be ready to resign every blessing they 
enjoy, when they are called to take up the 
eross and follow him. But these light afflic- 
tions are but for a moment: the friends who 
are parted on carth will again unite in heaven 
to part no more: the gentle heart, which 
now bleeds at the sight of human miseries, 
will there enjoy for ever the enchanting 
spectacle of universal happiness. 
These are pleasures which reason does f not 
blush to owu, and which religion does not 
forbid us to enjoy: and shall we exchange 
these pleasures for follies which disgrace our 
understanding, and vices which corrupt gur 
heart; which afford no real satisfaction in 
possession, and which must soon perish for 
5 | | ever? 
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| ever? In a few years the delusive objects of 
vanity, avarice, and ambirion, will lose their 
deceitful splendor; and all the glittering trea- 
gares, which are so often purchased ar the 
expence of honour and virtue, will appear 
as contemptible to the poor wretch who now 
pursues e the toys which amused bis 
| & heroics wil den be toys, Wed ee 
+ And earth and skies sem duet upon the scale. 
The Christian, Whose faith i is fixed upon, 
the happiness of a future state, is prepared | 
and enabled to support, with unshaken con- 
stancy, and entire resi ignation to the will of 
_ Gop, the evils of the present life. The 
heaviest appear to him insignificant; the 
most lingering, but transient. Far from ob- 
trukting his progress towards the heavetily 

275 * Dr. Youxs. SI Canaan, 
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Canaan, they will advance and accelerate it. 
He submite, with. religious patience. and 
pious fortitude, to the deprivation of worldly 
comforts, while he trusts that he shall re- 
ceive a recompence for them in the reales 
regious af fekcity, is the principal, is almost 
the sole object of his desires. One step in 
the way which leads to heaven, is produc- 
tive of far greater advantages than a thou- 
and pleasures of this world. Those trea- 
. gures” Which are © laid up in heaven, 
are the only true riches,?”* To connect 
religion with every circumstance in life, to 
make it the companion of our gayest as well 
as our gravest hours, is to pursue the path 
BDS ——— —ͤꝛ— ——ͤ ¼ — 
„bun! * Luke vi. II. felicity: 
: N 


186 ow''THE HAPPINESS: OF | 

_ felieity; it is to secure a present satisfaction, 
preferable to every other enjoyment our 
mortal state can afford. The least important, 
as well as the most material blessings pro- 
ceed "equally from Gon, and require our 
grateful” acknowledgments; and we cannot 
truly enjoy-any pleasure which we do. not 
sincerely believe to be authorized by Him 
bo giveth us richly all things to enjoy. 

The pursuit in which we cannot ask his prot 
tection must be criminal; the pleasure for | 
which we dare not thank Him cannot be 
innocent. This habitual piety appears. ro 
be the proper offering of a Christian; who 
ought to be always employed in the service 
of Gop; and who fulfils bis will, as much 
when he enjoys with gratitude the blessings 
he has given; as when he supports with for- 
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titude the crials which are sent by eee 

all-gracious hand. 251 
Me are too apt to yield a 
virtue, and to negligence in piety: which 
may be productive of the most fatal conse- 
quences. Theſe are the most common, and 
at the same time the most dangerous, spiri- 
tual diseases of the sincere Christian. They 
insensibly lay the soul asleep, and that sleep 
threatens us with death. The most reli- 
precautions against those enemies of his soul. 
On this account St. Peter thus addresses 
himself to bis fellow - christians: © I will not 
be negligent to put you always in remem- 
4 brance of these things, though ye know 
them, and be established in the -truth. 
« Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in 
his tabernacle, to stir you up by putting 
| | von 
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1 ane, 1. I 
< endeavour that ye may be able, after my 
© deceuse, to have 2 * in 
e remembrabce,”* | 1 
Let us 1 courage, 
with urdour, and an uninterrupted perscve- 
ranre, do acquire all the glory, all the felicity, 
of which wwe can be suxceptible in the life to 
Cone} 60 forgetting those things that are be- 
* Rind, and reaching forth unto chose things 
-< which are before,“ let us · press towards 
che mark, for che prize of the high calling 
ef G05 in Christ Jews.” Let us not 
ftint; but, though” our outward man 
= perish; let us pray thar® che inward man 
. -© Str fight alllition;' which is but für a 
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© moment,“ shall work out © for us a far 
& more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory: while we look not at the things 
9 which are seen, but at the things which 
« are not seen; for the things which are 
e geen, are temporal, but the things which 
are not Seen, are eternal.“ | 


* 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18. 
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